Vocabulary

Name
assume

guarantee

nominate

obviously

sympathy

weakling

rely

supportive

Write a complete sentence to answer each question below. In your
answer, use the vocabulary word in bold.
1. Why is being supportive a good quality in a friend?

2. What might make you nominate someone for class president?

3. What do you assume when an expert speaks about his or her work?

4. What is true about a person who is obviously rushing somewhere?

5. What kind of person has sympathy for other people’s problems?
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6. What is something that can help guarantee that you will get good grades?

7. Why wouldn’t a weakling make a very good weightlifter?

8. What is a way that you can rely upon a good umbrella?
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Comprehension: Compare and Contrast Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the compare and contrast graphic organizer.

Event
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the make predictions strategy to check your
understanding.
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NancyÕs First Interview
12
25
39
52
62
76
89
102
115
131
134
147
161
172
183
196
209
222
236
238
252
264

Nancy poured herself a bowl of cornflakes as her father finished a
telephone call. “You’re really putting me on the spot,” he said to the
person at the other end of the line. “I already have a commitment today,
Jim.” After a few moments, Mr. Jenson sighed and hung up the telephone.
Nancy looked up from her breakfast, preparing for bad news.
Her father gave her a sad smile. “I’m really sorry, Nance, but I have
to work today. We’ll have to reschedule our fishing trip.” Mr. Jenson was
a reporter for the city newspaper. After the stock market crash of 1929,
his newspaper had laid off most of the reporters. Four years later, they
still had only a skeleton crew. He was glad to have a job, but he was
overworked and underpaid.
Nancy shrugged, trying not to look too upset. She wished she could do
something to comfort her dad. The last thing she wanted was to make him
feel guilty. “It’s okay, Dad,” she said, forcing a cheerful smile.
“The worst part is that our photographers are on other assignments,”
he grumbled, shaking his head. He paused for a moment, lost in thought.
“Nancy,” he said, “do you remember when I showed you how to use
my camera?” She nodded. “Do you think you could help me today? I
can’t carry all of the equipment by myself, and we’d get to spend some
time together.”
Nancy jumped up from her chair and ran to her bedroom to change out
of her fishing clothes. “Make tracks,” her dad called down the hallway.
“We’re in a hurry!”
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As Mr. Jenson navigated their car
out of town, he told Nancy about
the assignment. They were going to
interview the Carter family, migrant
workers who had moved from
Oklahoma to California in search
of work. Also known as “Okies,”
these families were escaping a life of
drought and poverty.
During the Great Depression of the
Mr. Jenson pulled up to a crooked
1930s, migrant workers packed their few
shanty on the edge of a farm. A lanky belongings and headed for California.
man and a rotund woman greeted them.
Nancy and her father followed the Carters into the shabby house. All
of their belongings were in one room: two dingy mattresses, a wobbly
kitchen table with four mismatched chairs, and a small camping stove.
The adults sat around the table and Nancy hovered nervously near
her father. She felt self-conscious; her family’s small house seemed like
a mansion compared to this place.
Mr. Jenson started the interview. “What brought you folks to
California?” he asked, opening his notebook.
“Work,” Mr. Carter said. He explained that they had owned a farm
in Oklahoma, but lost it when costs rose. “Upkeep cost an arm and a
leg, and the drought killed our chances of a good crop.”
“Do you miss home?” Nancy blurted. She looked down, embarrassed.
She knew better than to interrupt, but her father gave her an
encouraging smile.
“There’s nothing to miss,” Mrs. Carter said, shrugging. “The only
thing we have left in this world is each other.”
Nancy was bursting with questions, and the Carters answered them
all. She realized that her family wasn’t that much different from the
Carters. When times were tough, families had to support one another.
After the interview, Nancy’s father helped her set up the camera
so she could take a few photos. Mr. Carter nodded at her and said,
“You’ve got a good little reporter there.”
Mr. Jenson grinned and ruffled Nancy’s hair. “I taught her
everything she knows,” he said. “She’s a chip off the old block.”

Library of Congrtess Prints and Photographs Division

Name

Comprehension: Compare and Contrast and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. Why does Nancy go with Mr. Jenson on his newspaper assignment?

2. How does the Carters’ home contrast with the Jensons’ house?

3. What similarities does Nancy see when she compares her own family with
the Carters?

4. When Mr. Jenson says that Nancy is a “chip off the old block,” is he
comparing or contrasting the two of them? Explain.
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B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
expression and phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Literary Element

Name

Afternoons Alone
Rusty moped around the empty house. Grandpa had been helping to build
tanks at the factory since America declared war against Japan. Without him,
there was nobody to fish with. There was no one to talk with in the afternoon.
Yesterday, his friend Corey had told Rusty, “Every day, after school, I clean
house and do chores. Then, when Mom returns home from the tank factory,
we can have some fun time together.”
“How keen it will be when the war ends!” exclaimed Rusty.
“We’ll have lots of family time then,” Corey said excitedly.
Rusty eyed the dirty windows in his house and said to himself, “Maybe I
can help with some chores, too.”

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know that this text is historical fiction?

2. What events in the text are typical of the time period in which the text is set?
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3. Write an example of dialect in the text and tell what it means.

Vocabulary Strategy: Idioms

Name
Read each passage. Underline the idiom in each one. Then, on the lines below
the passage, restate the idiom in your own words.
1. “You’re really putting me on the spot,” he said to the person at the other end of

the line. “I already have a commitment today, Jim.”

2. After the stock market crash of 1929, his newspaper had laid off most of the

reporters. Four years later, they still had only a skeleton crew. He was glad to have
a job, but he was overworked and underpaid.

3. Nancy jumped up from her chair and ran to her bedroom to change out of her

fishing clothes. “Make tracks,” her dad called down the hallway. “We’re in a hurry!”

4. He explained that they had owned a farm in Oklahoma, but lost it when costs rose.
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“Upkeep cost an arm and a leg, and the drought killed our chances of a good crop.”

5. Mr. Jenson grinned and ruffled Nancy’s hair. “I taught her everything she knows,”

he said. “She’s a chip off the old block.”
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Word Study: Homophones

Name
stationery

presents

pray

colonel

manner

pier

council

presence

waist

suite

A. Read each pair of words below. Circle the word that is a homophone
of a word from the box above. Then write a word from the box to form a
homophone pair.
1. sweet, sweat
2. stationing, stationary
3. count, counsel
4. manor, mansion
5. kernel, color
B. Choose three homophone pairs from above. Write a sentence using
each pair of words.
6.

7.
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8.

Writing Traits: Sentence Fluency

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about adding transitions to help connect ideas.

Draft Model
We help clean up the local park. I pick up trash. My mom gathers items
for recycling. We take everything to the waste collection site. We head home.

1. How are the ideas in the second and third sentences of the paragraph related?
2. What transition words could you add to the third sentence to link it to the
second sentence?
3. What transition could you place at the beginning of the last sentence to
show when it happens?
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B. Now revise the draft by adding transitions to help connect ideas and
to help readers follow what happens at the park.
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Write to Sources

Name
Bree wrote the paragraphs below using text evidence from Bud, Not Buddy and
“Musical Impressions of the Great Depression” to respond to the prompt: Add
an event to the story in which Bud and Miss Thomas discuss an upcoming jazz
concert that is part of the Federal Music Project of 1935.

Miss Thomas stood at the window smiling. Bud watched her, wondering what
she was thinking. “Miss Thomas,” he asked, “is everything OK?”
“Yes, Bud,” she said. “We’re going to play a concert in Detroit next month, and
Mr. Calloway wants you to travel with us.”
Bud was as quiet as a goldfish. He didn’t know what to say, but slowly a big
grin spread across his face.
“It’s a concert for the people and part of President Roosevelt’s Works Progress
Administration,” Miss Thomas explained. “We’re playing to support the Federal
Music Project of 1935. It’s a great program that helps musicians find work.”
“Wow!” Bud said excitedly, “Who else is playing?”
“Well, even though he isn’t being paid like the other musicians, Count Basie
has agreed to help out with the cause,” Miss Thomas responded with a smile.
“A night of live jazz with one of the best!” Bud said and jumped happily. “Do
the guys know yet?” he asked.
“Only you and Mr. Calloway. However, I’d like you to do me a favor,” she said.
“Will you tell the rest of the group?”
“I sure will,” Bud said. He was out the door in a flash.

1. Circle the paragraph that includes the most text evidence from “Musical
Impressions of the Great Depression.”
2. Draw a box around the complex sentence that appears in the model.
3. Underline the transitional word Bree used to signal contrast.
4. Write the idiom Bree included in her writing on the line.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
atmosphere

variations

receding

noticeably

stability

decays

gradual

impact

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1. (atmosphere) The weather balloon they launched

2. (decays) When food sits out for too long,

3. (gradual) The airplane began

4. (impact) People can have

5. (noticeably) The house was
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6. (receding) I noticed

7. (stability) Three wheels give a tricycle

8. (variations) We were amazed to see
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Comprehension: Compare and Contrast Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the compare and contrast graphic organizer.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the ask and answer questions strategy to help you
understand what you read.

Of Floods and Fish
10
24
37
52
59
68
79
92
107
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116
119
129
142
156
167
180
191
203
215
229
245

The Mississippi River flows more than two thousand miles from
Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico. Every few years, it floods. In April and
May, 2011, a combination of melting snow and falling rain along the upper
part of the river caused the lower part of the river to overrun its banks.
Floods cause widespread destruction. Floodwaters damage and
sometimes knock down buildings. They destroy farmland and animal
habitats. With nowhere to live, the animals often move into populated
areas. What about the fish? Because they live in water, shouldn’t a flood
be good for them? As it turns out, floods can hurt fish populations just as
they harm many animals that live on the land.
The Dead Zone
The Mississippi floodwaters proved most detrimental to the fish and
other ocean life in the Gulf of Mexico. The Mississippi River is made
of fresh water. The Gulf is made of salt water. The extra river water
that flowed into the Gulf endangered the native saltwater fish. More
harmful, though, were the pollutants the river water carried with it. As the
swollen Mississippi washed over farmland, it picked up the fertilizer and
pesticides that farmers had used on the land and crops. These chemicals
are poisonous to ocean life. The river then dumped these poisons into
the Gulf. The extra river water and the farm runoff created a dead zone
along the coast. A dead zone is an area of water that does not have enough
oxygen to support life.

Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 5 • Week 3

223

Comprehension and Fluency

Name

The flooding of the
Mississippi River posed a
different threat to the fish that
lived in it: the spread of an
invasive species called Asian
carp. Asian carp were brought
to fish farms in the United
States in the 1970s. A flood
washed some of them from the farms into parts of the Mississippi River.
In these places, the carp took over, threatening the native fish. When
the Mississippi flooded again in 2011, scientists feared that the Asian
carp would spread even farther.

Aaron Roeth Photography

Threat of Invasion

Supporting Life
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Despite these problems, though, the freshwater fish that lived in the
Mississippi River fared much better than those in the Gulf. For these
Mississippi River fish, the extra river water provided advantages that
helped them breed and survive.
As the river grew, so did the available habitat for the river’s fish.
River fish usually stay along the edges of a river, where the water
is slower and shallower. The underwater plants and overhanging
branches in these areas provide protection and food. When the
Mississippi flooded, it increased the amount of shallow water on the
river’s edges. This gave the fish more water to swim in and more places
to hide from predators. The spreading water also introduced more
food. These factors improved the fish’s chances of survival.
The expanded habitat provided more benefits than extra hiding places
and food sources. It also created more areas for fish to spawn. The newly
flooded areas allowed fish to lay eggs safely, away from predators and
other dangers. This, in turn, meant more new fish hatched successfully.
If the flooding of the Mississippi teaches any lesson, it is that
changes in the environment can affect living things in surprising ways.
Despite its harmful effects, some animals benefitted from the change.

Comprehension: Compare and Contrast and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What comparison does the phrase just as indicate in the second paragraph?

2. In what way are the main ideas of the sections called “The Dead Zone” and
“Threat of Invasion” alike?

3. Are the ideas in the section “Supporting Life” similar to or different from
the ideas in the previous two sections? Explain.
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B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to rate.
Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

Moths and Changes in Weather
Scientists study moths to see
how quickly they can adapt to
climate change. Some moths adapt
better than others. Some species
of moths need cool weather and
move north when the weather gets
warmer. Moths already living in
cool areas may not be able to find
a cooler place to go. Warm weather
affects the food caterpillars eat.
Some caterpillars adapt to climate
change and food supplies by
hatching earlier or later than usual.
It is hard to predict how climate
change will affect moths over time.

Number of Miles Moths Have Moved North in the United Kingdom

250
200
150
100
50
0
Lime Hawk- Orange Pine hawkBlair’s
moth
moth
shoulder-knot
footman

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know this is expository text?

3. What text feature does this text include?

4. What do you learn from the text feature and its title?
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2. Is the heading a strong heading for the text? Why or why not?

Vocabulary Strategy: Context Clues

Name
Read each passage. Underline the context clues that help you figure out the
meaning of each word in bold. Then write the word’s meaning on the line.
1. Every few years, it floods. In April and May, 2011, a combination of melting snow

and falling rain along the upper part of the river caused the lower part of the river
to overrun its banks.

2. Floods cause widespread destruction. Floodwaters damage and sometimes knock

down buildings. They destroy farmland and animal habitats. With nowhere to live,
the animals often move into populated areas.

3. The Mississippi floodwaters proved most detrimental to the fish and other ocean

life in the Gulf of Mexico. The Mississippi River is made of fresh water. The Gulf
is made of salt water. The extra river water that flowed into the Gulf endangered
the native saltwater fish. More harmful, though, were the pollutants the river
water carried with it.

4. As the swollen Mississippi washed over farmland, it picked up the fertilizer and
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pesticides that farmers had used on the land and crops. These chemicals are
poisonous to ocean life.

5. The flooding of the Mississippi River posed a different threat to the fish that lived in

it: the spread of an invasive species called Asian carp. Asian carp were brought to
fish farms in the United States in the 1970s. A flood washed some of the carp from
the farms into parts of the Mississippi River. In these places, the carp took over,
threatening the native fish.

6. The expanded habitat provided more benefits than extra hiding places and food

sources. It also created more areas for fish to spawn. The newly flooded areas
allowed the fish to lay their eggs safely, away from predators and other dangers.
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Word Study: Prefixes

Name
dis- means “not,” “absence of,” or “opposite of”
in- means “not” or “opposite of”
mis- means “wrong” or “not”
pre- means “before”

Add a prefix from the box to complete the word in each sentence below.
Use context clues to help you decide which prefix to use.
1. She will

wash the fabric to make sure it will not shrink.

2. Please remember to
off the computer.

connect from the Internet before you turn

3. Their visitors will stay for an
4. He felt some

definite amount of time.
comfort when he hurt his leg.

5. If you do not speak clearly, they will

understand your directions.

6. She has little money, so she hopes to find an
7. The teacher will

view the video before showing it to the class.

8. A friendship can be harmed if there is
9. Always

trust between two people.

heat the oven before you bake bread.
approve of the way they are behaving.
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10. I

expensive gift.

Writing Traits: Ideas

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about how you can add details to support the topic.

Draft Model
Our region is experiencing a drought. It hasn’t rained in a long time.
Things aren’t growing. Everything is brown.

1. What kinds of details can you add to develop the topic?
2. What facts or concrete details could be added to explain the first sentence?
3. What other details would show how the landscape looks?
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B. Now revise the draft by adding details to support the topic and
develop ideas about the drought.
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Write to Sources

Name
Jane wrote the paragraphs below using text evidence from two different sources
to answer the question: How do global warming and volcanic eruptions affect
a region and its living things? Use facts and details from Global Warming and
“When Volcanoes Erupt” in your writing.

Global warming and volcanic eruptions change the climate of a region and
affect the lives of animals and plants. According to Global Warming, large sheets
of Arctic ice have recently begun to break apart due to an increase in average
temperatures. Eventually, warmer temperatures will cause the ice to melt
completely. Polar bears rely on this ice to get to the seals that they eat. If the
ice disappears, then the polar bears will not get the food they need to survive,
potentially leading to a decline in the polar bear population.
The debris and harmful gases from volcanic eruptions can destroy plants and
harm animals in a region. The climate can change, too. “When Volcanoes Erupt”
states that gases absorb heat, making temperatures rise. However, a volcanic
cloud can obstruct the sun, resulting in cooler temperatures. Although volcanic
eruptions can be destructive, this force of nature can also have positive effects.
Eruptions have created mountains, plateaus, and plains, while volcanic ash has
created rich soil which promotes the growth of living things.
Global warming and volcanic eruptions have a major effect on environments
and living things. That is why it is so important to study these occurrences.

1. Circle the phrase that Jane uses in the second paragraph that demonstrates
cause and effect.
2. Draw a box around two signal words in the second paragraph that
demonstrate a compare-and-contrast text structure.
3. Underline the sentence with text evidence that shows the positive effects of
volcanic eruptions.
4. Write the descriptive adjective found in the closing sentence.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
approximately

astronomical

calculation

criteria

diameter

evaluate

orbit

spheres

Use each pair of vocabulary words in a single sentence.
1. spheres, diameter

2. evaluate, criteria

3. astronomical, orbit
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4. calculation, approximately
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Comprehension: Cause and Effect Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the cause and effect graphic organizer.

Cause

Effect
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the ask and answer questions strategy to check
your understanding as you read.
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Is There Life Out There?
11
24
36
38
53
67
82

“Is there life out there?” is a question scientists who study
astrobiology are trying to answer. They look for life in space. In recent
years, they have turned their attention to Europa, one of Jupiter’s four
largest moons.
Europa is a little smaller than Earth’s moon and is covered by a sheet of
ice. Its surface is too cold and exposed to too much radiation for anything
to live there. Scientists want to know what lies beneath the ice, for that is
where any life on Europa would most likely be.

91

The Necessities of Life

95
106
117
129
141
150
162
164
175
185
196
204
218

For years, scientists believed all life on Earth depended on energy
from the sun. During a process called photosynthesis, plants use energy
from sunlight to make food and to release oxygen into the atmosphere.
Aerobic creatures rely on that oxygen to breathe. In addition to providing
the fuel for photosynthesis, sunlight also provides the necessary
warmth for life to survive. Scientists believed life could not survive in
extreme temperatures.
Scientists also believed that all food chains led back to photosynthesis
and the food produced by plants. Recent discoveries, however, have
changed the way scientists think about life. They have discovered tubeshaped, worm-like creatures and other animals living around hydrothermal
vents on the ocean floor. These newfound creatures do not rely on the sun
or plants for food and energy.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
The animals living around hydrothermal vents eat a form of bacteria
that live on or below the ocean floor. The bacteria get energy during a
process called chemosynthesis. Hydrothermal vents spit warm water filled
with chemicals from inside the earth. The bacteria use these chemicals
the way plants on the surface use sunlight: as a source of food and energy.
New Possibilities
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The discovery of chemosynthetic life changed the way astrobiologists
think about life in space. No longer do they have to look only for planets
with sunlight and oxygen. Based on Earth’s example, planets with
oceans and hydrothermal vents might also support life. Based on these
discoveries, Europa began to seem like a place where life might exist.
Europa has an oxygen-rich atmosphere, but the oxygen is not
produced by photosynthesis. Europa is too far from the sun and too
cold to support photosynthetic life. Its surface temperature is usually
more than 200 degrees below zero Fahrenheit.
Europa does have oceans. In fact, Europa appears to have more
oceans than Earth does. The ice on this moon’s surface covers
what appears to be moving liquid water. Do these oceans contain
hydrothermal vents? Scientists do not yet know. If they do, the oceans
of Europa might support chemosynthetic life. Only a space mission to
Europa would tell for certain.
Until then, scientists are studying the closest possible environment
they can find on Earth: Lake Vostok in Antarctica. Like Europa’s
oceans, Lake Vostok exists miles beneath a frozen surface. It does not
receive direct sunlight, either. Therefore, like Europa, the lake cannot
support photosynthetic life. If scientists find life in the lake, it would
support the idea that there might also be life on Europa.

Comprehension: Cause and Effect and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What details from the first two paragraphs help explain why astrobiologists
are interested in Europa, one of Jupiter’s moons?

2. What discovery on Earth caused scientists to become more interested
in Europa?
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3. What is the scientists’ main reason for studying Lake Vostok in Antarctica?
What effect might their research have?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
accuracy. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

Seeing the Light
In 1803, Thomas Young made a
discovery about light. He found that
when light from two sources overlapped,
it made a pattern of bright light and
darkness. He thought light acted like
a wave: the bright areas were created
when two light waves matched up; the
dark areas were created when two light
waves did not match. His theory led to
future discoveries about light.

Light waves can amplify, or add to, each other.

Light waves can also cancel each other out.

Young discovered light waves change in
brightness when they overlap.

Answer the questions about the text.
1. What genre of text is this? How do you know?

2. What text features does this text include?

4. How does the graphic text feature help you better understand the text?
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3. How does the title relate to the main idea?

Vocabulary Strategy: Greek Roots

Name
aero = air

chemo = chemical

sphaira = globe, ball

atmos = vapor, steam

hydro = water

syntithenai = making or putting
together

astro = star

logy = the study of

therme = heat

bio = life

photo = light

Read each passage below. For each word in bold, write the Greek root
or roots from the box above. Use the Greek roots and context clues to
write the word’s meaning.
1. “Is there life out there?” is a question scientists who study astrobiology are
trying to answer. They look for life in space.
Greek root(s):
Meaning:
2. During a process called photosynthesis, plants use energy from sunlight to make
food.
Greek root(s):
Meaning:
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3. Plants make food and release oxygen into the atmosphere.
Greek root(s):
Meaning:
4. Aerobic creatures rely on that oxygen to breathe.
Greek root(s):
Meaning:
5. The animals living around hydrothermal vents eat a form of bacteria that live on
or below the ocean floor.
Greek root(s):
Meaning:
Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 5 • Week 4
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Word Study: Suffixes -less and -ness

Name
A. Read each sentence. Write the word with the suffix -less or -ness on
the line. Then circle the suffix.
1. The owls went hunting under the cover of darkness.
2. The fearless police officers raced to the rescue.
3. “I will not tolerate this foolishness,” our teacher said.
4. Were you filled with sadness when your team lost the game?
5. The photographer captured the fullness of the moon.
6. The situation seemed hopeless, but we kept trying.
B. Add the suffix -less or -ness to the word in parentheses. Write the
new sentence on the line.
7. Our boat drifted for hours on the (motion) sea.

8. Did you see the (fierce) in the tiger’s eyes?

9. The spider looked (harm), but I decided not to touch it.
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10. My parents and I have a (fond) for picnics in the woods.

Writing Traits: Organization

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about how to add related ideas and delete unrelated ideas to
create a stronger paragraph.

Draft Model
The best way to learn about space is with a telescope. You can see what
the surface of Earth’s moon looks like. The moon is not a planet.

1. What is the main topic of this paragraph?
2. How might you describe a telescope? For example, are there different types?
3. What can you learn from studying the surface of the moon?
4. What idea in the paragraph is unrelated to the rest of the paragraph?
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B. Now revise the draft by adding related ideas and deleting unrelated
ideas to make a strong paragraph.
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Write to Sources

Name
April wrote the paragraphs below using text evidence from two different sources
to respond to the prompt: Explain the relationship between objects in space,
including the Sun, planets, and moons. Use text evidence from When Is a Planet
Not a Planet? and “New Moon” to support your answer.

When it comes to the relationships between objects in space, the most
important force is gravity. Gravity shapes celestial bodies as they form and
affects how these bodies travel around each other.
Our solar system would never even have formed without gravity. When Is a
Planet Not a Planet? describes how the Sun’s gravity pulled on the bits of rock,
dust, ice, and gas in the ring that surrounded it, causing them to clump together
and form planets. In addition, the International Astronomical Union states that
a planet’s own gravity is what pulls it into its round or nearly round shape as it
forms.
When a planet becomes large enough, its gravitational pull will “clear the
neighborhood” of smaller objects around it. These objects may be pulled into
orbit around the planet, becoming its moons. But these moons also pull on the
planet they orbit. According to “New Moon,” the gravitational pull between the
Earth and the Moon creates the tides on Earth. Even such daily sights as the
Moon rising or the tide coming in show the force of gravity at work.

1. Circle the comparative adjective April uses in her writing.
2. Draw a box around the transitional phrase in the second paragraph that April
uses to connect two relevant facts.
3. Underline the figurative language that April uses to describe the effects of a
planet’s gravity.
4. Write one of the domain-specific words April uses in the first paragraph.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
agricultural

declined

disorder

identify

probable

thrive

unexpected

widespread

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1. (identify) He learned how
.
2. (unexpected) The outcome of the game
.
3. (declined) The population of the city
.
4. (thrive) The plants in the shade
.
5. (disorder) Our neighbor’s dog has
.
6. (agricultural) Our country’s ability to grow large amounts of food
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.
7. (widespread) Lack of rainfall for several months
.
8. (probable) Scientists say
.
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the author’s point of view graphic organizer.

Details

Author’s Point of View
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Na
me
Read the two passages. Use the ask and answer questions strategy to
check your understanding as you read.

WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF THE RAIN FORESTS?
Rain Forests Support People

Copyright © McGra
McGraw-Hill Education

4

People must make economic use of the rain forests.

13
25
36
52

The removal of rain forest trees has some negative consequences, but it
is necessary for the survival of people and national economies. Therefore,
it is not practical or desirable to try to stop the cutting of all rain forest
trees. A better plan is to make economic use of rain forests.

64

Farming in the Rain Forests

69
82
92
105

In most cases, when part of a rain forest is cut down, subsistence
agriculture takes its place. Subsistence agriculture is farming or ranching
that produces only enough for a family to meet its everyday needs. The
families need these farms or ranches in order to survive.

115

Commercial Use of Rain Forests

120
133
145
157
170
184
195
207

Commercial activities also play a role in the use of rain forest land.
Lumber from rain forest trees is used to make furniture, flooring, and
paper. Many countries buy beef that comes from cattle ranches on former
rain forest land. Other rain forest land is converted to farms that grow
coffee, soybeans, and palm trees. Oil from those palm trees can be used to
make biofuels. Companies build roads through the rain forests to transport
goods to and from the farms. These businesses often play necessary roles
in their countries. Without them, their countries’ economies would suffer.

217

Rain Forest Loss Can Be Controlled

223
235
249
263

The loss of rain forest trees does threaten wildlife habitats and the
quality of the soil. But a complete halt to rain forest cutting would create
other serious problems. A more sensible goal is to manage the use of rain
forest land so that the negative outcomes are limited.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
The World Needs Rain Forests
People must preserve the rain forests for the sake of the environment.
Each day, thousands of acres of rain forest are destroyed in the name
of progress. Cutting down the rain forest benefits some economies, but
it does long-term damage to the planet.
Rain Forests and Biodiversity
Most of Earth’s plant and animal species reside in forests. As trees
are cut down, these species lose their habitats. Some species cannot
survive that habitat loss and become extinct. Species loss decreases
Earth’s biodiversity, or variety of life. Science has shown that the
survival of life depends on biodiversity.
Earth’s Water Cycle and Rain Forests
The rain forests play a key part in the water cycle. Rain forest plants
release water vapor into the atmosphere. That water vapor turns into
rain. As the rain forests disappear, less water vapor is released. This
loss can change global rainfall patterns.
Rain Forests Affect the Air We Breathe

D r. Par vind er Sethi

Thinking Globally
Nations must look beyond local needs
and adopt a global perspective. We need to
preserve the rain forests for the benefit of all.
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Rain forests are ecosystems rich
in plants and animals. Rain forests
are also important economically
to the countries they belong to.
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Rain forest loss affects the climate in
other ways too. The trees in a rain forest
help us breathe by releasing oxygen into
the atmosphere. They also clean the air by
absorbing greenhouse gases. Greenhouse
gases feed global warming. Destroying rain
forests increases global warming by adding
greenhouse gases to the atmosphere.

Comprehension: Author’s Point of View and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passages and answer the questions.
1. What is the first author’s point of view about rain forests?

2. What facts from the text support this point of view?

3. What is the second author’s point of view about rain forests?

4. What facts from the text support this point of view?
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B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
expression and phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

Expand Our Urban Forests
Trees play a very important role
70%
60%
in the landscape of cities. Noise
50%
levels and summer temperatures
40%
are higher in cities than in outlying 30%
20%
areas. Trees absorb noise and heat
10%
and keep cities quieter and cooler.
0%
Reduce
energy bills
Planting trees helps keep the air
clean and save energy. Trees soak
up pollutants from the air and
give off oxygen. Being around green,
wooded areas helps keep people healthy.
All cities should plant more trees and
expand their forests.

Benefits of Urban Trees

Reduce
Reduce other Reduce air
Reduce traffic
CO 2 levels in
street level temperatures* speeds** leading
atmosphere
pollutants
to increased
safety

* Approximation: Reduces summer air temperatures 5-15 degrees
** Approximation: Reduces traffic speeds 3-15 mph on city streets

Answer the questions about the text.
1. What genre of text is this? How do you know?

3. What text feature does this text include?

4. How does the text feature help you better understand the author’s viewpoint?
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2. What opinion does the author express in the text?

Vocabulary Strategy: Root Words

Name
Latin root

Meaning

Examples

vivere

to live

survival, survive

cultura

cultivation

agriculture

merc/merx

merchandise

commerce, commercial

portare

to carry

transport

sedere

to sit

reside

sorbere

to suck in/suck up

absorb, absorbing

specere

to look at

perspective

Read each passage below. Use the root words in the box and sentence
clues to help you figure out the meaning of each word in bold. Write the
word’s meaning on the line. Then write your own sentence that uses the
word in the same way.
1. In most cases, when part of a rain forest is cut down, subsistence agriculture
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takes its place. Subsistence agriculture is farming or ranching that produces only
enough for a family to meet its everyday needs.

2. The families need these farms or ranches in order to survive.

3. Commercial activities also play a role in the use of rain forest land. Lumber from

rain forest trees is used to make furniture, flooring, and paper. Many countries
buy beef that comes from cattle ranches on former rain forest land. Other rain
forest land is converted to farms that grow coffee, soybeans, and palm trees. Oil
from those palm trees can be used to make biofuels.
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Word Study: Suffix -ion

Name
Add the suffix -ion to the verb in parentheses to complete each sentence.
Remember that when a base word ends in the letter e, the e is dropped
before the suffix -ion is added.
1. The class held a lively (discuss)

about water conservation.

2. He only needs to make one (correct)
3. We purchased a new (decorate)
bedroom wall.
4. The wind changed (direct)

to complete his work.
that will hang on the

before it started to rain.

5. It is smart to study the candidates and the issues before voting in an (elect)
.
6. Our family trip to the national park made a lasting (impress)
7. Try to maintain your (concentrate)

when taking a test.

8. If everyone talks at the same time, it will lead to (confuse)
, that is not a valuable painting.

10. After hiking all day, the campers were overcome with (exhaust)
.
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.
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9. In my (estimate)

.

Writing Traits: Organization

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about how you can write a strong conclusion.

Draft Model
So that’s why I think volunteering is important. Volunteering is a good
thing to do. Learning new skills is good too, but try volunteering. You’ll like it.

1. What is the most important point of the text?
2. What persuasive language might you use?
3. How can you restate the main idea in a way that persuades the reader to
take action?
4. What final important or interesting thought can you present to the reader?
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B. Now revise the draft by rewriting sentences to restate the main idea
and make the conclusion stronger.
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Write to Sources

Name
Vince wrote the paragraphs below using text evidence from two different
sources to answer the question: In your opinion, how would the disappearance
of honeybees affect the way we eat? Use details from “The Case of the Missing
Bees” and “Busy, Beneficial Bees” in your writing.

If honeybees completely disappeared, we would have much less food to
choose from at the grocery store. Sadly, this is a possibility. According to “The
Case of the Missing Bees,” the honeybee population has declined greatly in
the past 50 years. Today, we have less than 50 percent of the honeybees that
we used to have. Billions of bees have been flying away from their hives and
not returning. This is caused by a terrible disease known as Colony Collapse
Disorder, or CCD. The honeybee population is in danger of being wiped out if a
cause for CCD is not found.
A lack of honeybees could greatly affect our food production. “Busy, Beneficial
Bees” notes that many crops depend specifically on honeybees for pollination.
In fact, bees are needed to pollinate one-third of the food in the human diet.
Several crops have a high dependence on honeybees: apples, almonds, broccoli,
and carrots, to name a few. Without honeybees to pollinate the plants that
depend on them, these plants will not grow. Not only will we be left without
honey, but even worse, the disappearance of honeybees could lead to the
disappearance of many of our favorite natural and nutritious foods.

1. Circle the sentence that includes a list with text evidence.
2. Draw a box around an example of an irregular comparative adjective.
3. Underline the independent clause that Vince uses in his concluding sentence.
4. Write one piece of text evidence that Vince uses to support his opinion.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
intercept

bulletin

recruits

operations

survival

enlisted

diversity

contributions

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1. (recruits) On her first day in the army, my sister
.
2. (contributions) The food bank will use the
.
3. (intercept) During the game, he tried
.
4. (operations) The construction company
.
5. (diversity) The United States is a nation

Copyright © McGraw-Hill Education

.
6. (survival) A constant supply of food and water
.
7. (bulletin) I decided not to walk to school because
.
8. (enlisted) It has been over a year since
.
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Comprehension: Theme Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the theme graphic organizer.
What Does
the Character
Do and Say?

What Happens
to the
Character?
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Theme

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Na
me
Read the passage. Use the summarizing strategy to help you understand
what you are reading.
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Books for Victory
12
24
37
50
64
77
91
93
106
117
130
144
159
163
176
187
200
211
216
226
237
248
260
270
284
296
309

As Carlos shivered on the snowy porch, he noticed a drooping banner
in the front window. “Happy New Year 1943!” it said. “Huh, they
could’ve taken that down by now,” he thought as he pressed the doorbell
once more. “Hurry up,” he muttered. “I’m turning blue out here.” As he
waited for his neighbor to answer the door, Carlos blew on his hands to
warm them. Glancing at his wagon piled with books, he thought back to
last year and the reason he was out here again collecting for the Victory
Book Campaign.
His brother Tomás had been in the army and stationed at a military
camp across the country. Carlos had missed Tomás and looked forward
to his letters. Carlos knew one of those letters by heart. “There’s nothing
new to tell you,” Tomás had written. “We still train and drill every day.
When we’re not training and drilling there’s not much to do. I wish I had
something good to read.”
Carlos had felt bad for Tomás. He wondered how he could help him.
The next day, in morning assembly, Principal Ramírez told the students
about the Victory Book Campaign. All over Oregon and the rest of the
country, people were collecting books to send to soldiers, sailors, and
others fighting in the war.
Principal Ramírez added that the campaign needed volunteers. As soon
as he said that, hands shot up all over the auditorium.
Carlos had promised himself he would collect as many books as
he possibly could and during the following month he took his wagon
throughout the neighborhood. At each house he explained the campaign
and asked people to donate books. In its first year, the campaign had lasted
from January to November. It had been an outstanding success. By the
time it was over, people across the country had donated more than eleven
million books.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
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As Mrs. Wright opened the door, Carlos was pulled out of the past
and back to the present. Only a few seconds had passed, even though
he’d been thinking of a period lasting several months.
“I know just why you’re here,”
Mrs. Wright smiled. “I looked all
over the house and I have quite a
large stack of books. What kind of
books are you looking for this year?”
“We’d like fiction,” Carlos
answered. “Adventure stories,
westerns, mysteries, and detective
stories would be good. We also want
nonfiction. But I hear that those
Carlos had promised himself he would
collect as many books as he could.
books should be published after
1935, so they’ll be up-to-date.”
Mrs. Wright pointed to a tall stack of books by the door. “Good. I
think these will all be suitable then,” she said. “You know, I’m reading
some new novels right now. When will you be by again?”
“I’ll be back in a few weeks,” Carlos replied as he gathered up the
stack of books. “We’ll be collecting for a couple more months.”
“That’s great,” Mrs. Wright nodded. “My daughter Grace will be
home from college next weekend. I’ll ask her to go through her books
and see what she’d like to donate.”
As he walked to his wagon, Carlos called back, “That’s terrific,
Mrs. Wright! One of our slogans is Give More Books, Give Good Books. I’m
sure Grace’s books will be good ones, too. Thanks so much for these!”
Carlos and Mrs. Wright waved at each other and he set off for his
next stop: the library. There, volunteers would sort through what
Carlos and others had brought in. Then large collection centers would
ship the books to people in military camps and overseas.
He was still chilled, but Carlos felt proud. He was too young to join
the army, like Tomás. He couldn’t work in a defense factory, like his
parents. But, by collecting books, he and his classmates were making
a contribution. Best of all, they were helping his brother Tomás and
others fighting for their country.

Comprehension: Theme and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. How does Carlos feel when he hears about the Victory Book Campaign?

2. Why does he feel that way?

3. What does Carlos learn from his experience? What might be the theme, or
message, of this story?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
expression and phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

–

=

Second Read

–

=
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First Read

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Literary Element

Name

The Scrap Drive
Alice watched the young girl drop the bottle into the recycle bin. She
remembered how she had started recycling when she was the girl’s age.
During World War II, everything was rationed, and people needed to recycle.
She recalled how schools in her city had a Scrap Drive contest every month
and collected paper, metal, rubber, and fabric. One day she had asked her
father, “Dad, how can I help my school win the contest?”
“That old, bald tire in the garage might help,” Dad had said. “A rubber tire
can be reused to make 20 pairs of boots.”
Alice and her dad had found the tire and started to roll it to the collection center
at the bottom of the hill. The tire slipped from Dad’s grasp and rolled downhill.
“Stop that tire!” Dad had shouted. They raced after the tire, but it had crashed into
the collection center building. Alice smiled to herself and remembered how proud
she had felt when her school had won the contest that month.

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know this text is historical fiction?

3. What two time clues signal that this takes place in the past?
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2. A flashback is a scene from the past that interrupts a story. What sentence
tells that a flashback is coming?

Vocabulary Strategy: Homophones

Name
Read the sentences below and circle the correct word to complete each
one. Underline the context clues that help you figure out which word to
use. Then use that word in a new sentence.
1. This morning the wind

2. I thought I

so hard that I nearly fell over.

all the answers to her questions.

3. I didn’t recognize you when we

4. Call your dog to come

on the street.

now.

.

blue

knew

new

passed

past

hear

here

to

too
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5. He seems like a nice person and a good friend,

blew
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Word Study: Words with Greek Roots

Name
A. Add the word parts to create a word with a Greek root. Write the word
on the line. Then circle the word below that has the same Greek root.
1. tele + vision =
automated

telegram

asteroid

automatic

microwave

telephoto

program

mechanic

psychic

invite

graphic

2. auto + mobile =
disaster
3. photo + genic =
philosophy
4. homo + phone =
phonics
5. para + graph =
videophone

B. Read each sentence. Replace the underlined words with one of the
words from the word box below and rewrite the sentence.
mechanical

phonics

autograph

astronomer

photograph

7. My uncle is studying how to take a picture with his new camera.

8. They were able to get the handwritten name of the famous actress.

9. I understand the science of sounds, so I can read almost any word.

10. People who are able to fix machines will always be able to find a job.
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6. The scientist who studies stars and planets was able to see Mars.

Writing Traits: Organization

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about the order, or sequence, of events.

Draft Model
Last week, we held a paper drive. We took the paper to the recycling
center. But first we set out bins for magazines and newspapers. We had also
advertised.

1. Which sentences could be reordered?
2. What sequence word or phrase could be changed in the third sentence?
3. What sequence word or phrase could show when the advertisement was
placed?
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B. Now revise the draft by adding sequence words to help readers
understand more about the sequence of events.
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Write to Sources

Name
Roberto wrote the paragraphs below using text evidence from The Unbreakable
Code and “Allies in Action” to respond to the prompt: Add an event to The
Unbreakable Code. Write a narrative in which Grandfather tells John about the
contributions of different groups during World War II.

John and Grandfather slowly rode horseback down the dusty trail of the
canyon. As they trotted along, John asked questions about how his grandfather
used the Navajo language to encode messages for the military during World War
II. After a while, Grandfather talked about other groups of people who helped
the country during the war.
“Women kept the country on track,” he said. “Many filled jobs that were left
by men who went to fight in the war.”
“That’s awesome,” John responded. “What kinds of jobs did women do?”
“They worked in factories and at government jobs,” answered Grandfather.
Soon Grandfather and John were halfway down the canyon. Grandfather
recounted the bravery of the Tuskegee Airmen, a highly-trained group of African
American pilots who successfully completed many missions.
John was fascinated. “Tell me more, Grandfather.”
By now, the setting sun lit the sky on fire. Grandfather went on, telling John
about the diverse groups of people who helped during a time when much help
was needed.

1. Circle an example of figurative language that Roberto uses in his writing.
2. Draw a box around two of the adverbs that Roberto uses.
3. Underline the dialogue that best indicates Roberto wrote this narrative with
an informal voice.
4. Write two examples of time-order words or phrases found in the narrative.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
taunting

ally

abruptly

confident

collided

protective

conflict

intervene

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1. (taunting) After the victory, the team showed respect by
.
2. (ally) In order to get my message across,
.
3. (abruptly) When the fire alarm went off,
.
4. (confident) At first he was nervous about speaking in class,
.
5. (collided) We looked outside when we heard the loud crash and
.
6. (protective) She wanted to walk to the movie alone, but her parents
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.
7. (conflict) We didn’t expect the minor disagreement
.
8. (intervene) The class couldn’t agree on a destination for the field trip,
.

Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 2

261

Comprehension: Theme Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the theme graphic organizer.
What Does the
Character
Do and Say?

What Happens
to the
Character?
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Theme

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Na
me
Read the passage. Use the summarizing strategy to help you understand
what you are reading.
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The Battle of the Bedroom
13
26
43
48
62
77
93
107
117
129
142
159
174
189
191
206
220
226
237
250
257
272
285
298
313
327

My older sister, Marta, glares at me from across the room. Her dark
brown eyes blaze with anger; she’s ready to burst. I almost say something
to set her off, but Dad said if he heard any more noise from our room that
we would both be grounded.
Sure, we fight like all sisters do, but the battle lines were redrawn when
we moved into our new house a week ago. In our old house, we each
had our own bedroom. Now we have to share, and it has led to an all-out
war. We still haven’t unpacked a thing because we can’t agree on how to
decorate the room. Right now, we’re stuck with cardboard boxes.
Marta wants dark walls, gray curtains, and posters of her favorite bands.
I want a mural of ocean creatures against bright blue walls. Our family
took a trip to the Gulf of Mexico last year, and I fell in love with the
sparkling blue water. I think it would be fun to have a reminder of that.
Marta despises my idea, and I sure don’t like hers, so now we’re stuck in
a stalemate.
Dad pops his head into the room. “Lucia, Marta, can we see you in the
living room, please?” He and Mom are sitting on the couch. Marta and I
sit in chairs across from them.
Dad starts by telling us how disappointed he is, especially about
the disrespect we’ve shown them and each other. I squirm in my seat,
embarrassed that we’ve been acting so childish.
Mom cuts to the chase and says, “It’s a mystery to us how two bright
and reasonable girls can be so inflexible.” She hands us each a spiral
notebook and a ballpoint pen. “You both have good ideas. So we’re giving
you one hour to come up with a plan...” she looks back and forth between
us, “for the other person’s idea. Lucia, you’ll tell us why Marta’s idea is
the best, and vice versa.”
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
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“That isn’t fair,” Marta screeches, her shrill voice rising another
octave. “Lucia’s idea is childish and awful!”
I leap to defend myself but quickly choke back my words. Our
parents’ faces are bleak.
We both storm into our bedroom
and resume our positions; she’s on her
bed, and I’m across the room on mine.
We lock eyes for a few moments before
she sighs and slumps against the wall.
“So why do you want to do this ocean
thing?” she asks in a monotone voice,
acting like she doesn’t care.
“Remember our vacation last year?”
Sharing a bedroom isn’t getting off to
I cross my arms and glare at her. “It
a good start, especially since we can’t
was so much fun, and we didn’t fight
agree on how to decorate it.
all week, not even when it rained all
day and we stayed in the hotel room. It would be nice to have a reminder
of that.” I look up, surprised to see the tension draining from her face.
“I didn’t know that it meant so much to you,” she murmurs,
sounding almost apologetic. She thinks for a moment, then explains,
“This is our only chance, Lucia. We get to decorate once, and you might
not want to see starfish every day for the next five years. If we choose a
simpler design, we can enjoy it longer.”
I hadn’t considered that before. “The walls don’t have to be blue,” I
say quietly, uncrossing my arms. “I like other colors, too.”
“A darker blue could be nice, maybe with white trim?” Marta gives
me a shy smile. She mentions that Mom took a lot of photos during
that trip, most of them of the ocean. “Maybe we could use those for
artwork instead of my old posters,” she offers.
I beam at her. “I would like that a lot.”
Marta scrambles onto my bed and together we brainstorm ideas for
our shared living space. I have a sneaking suspicion that this was Mom
and Dad’s plan all along, but Marta and I are having such a good time
that I’ll let it slide...this time.

Comprehension: Theme and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What problem does sharing a bedroom create for Marta and Lucia?

2. Why do the girls’ parents give them each a notebook and a pen?

3. What happens when the sisters discuss their ideas with each other?

4. What is the theme of the passage?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
intonation. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.
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Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score

Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 2

265

Genre/Literary Element

Name

Paying it Forward
Andy frowned at his cast-enclosed leg. He’d broken his tibia and fibula,
and cracked his patella—three important leg bones—the doctor had said.
Suddenly, his mom walked in. His classmate Peter followed her, grasping
something secretively in his hand.
Oh, great! Andy thought. Peter’s come to be mean to me, like always.
“Just go home!” he snapped.
“Chill out,” Peter replied. “I broke an arm last summer, and a friend made
it better for me. I’ve come to do the same for you.” He held out a video game.
“I just picked up a copy of a great new video game,” Peter said. “Want to play?”

Answer the questions about the text.
1. Name a detail that lets you know this text is realistic fiction. How does
it do that?

2. Write an example of a descriptive detail from the text. How does the detail
add to the text’s setting, characters, or events?
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3. How does the author use pacing in this text? How does the pacing help make
the text seem realistic?

Vocabulary Strategy: Connotation and Denotation

Name
Read each passage. Then, on the lines below the passage, give the
denotation, or definition, and connotation of the words in bold. Identify
the connotation as positive, negative, or neutral.
1. My older sister, Marta, glares at me from across the room. Her dark brown eyes

blaze with anger; she’s ready to burst.

2. Sure, we fight like all sisters do, but the battle lines were redrawn when we

moved into our new house a week ago.

3. Marta despises my idea, and I sure don’t like hers, so now we’re stuck in a stalemate.

4. “That isn’t fair,” Marta screeches, her shrill voice rising another octave. “Lucia’s

idea is childish and awful!”
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5. I leap to defend myself but quickly choke back my words. Our parents’ faces are bleak.
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Word Study: Words with Latin Roots

Name
Latin Roots and Their Meanings
tract: to pull

miss/mitt: to send

port: to carry

aud: to hear

spect: to look at

vis: to see

Complete each sentence with a word from the word box below.
A definition of each missing word is given in parentheses ( ).

audible

tractor

portable

import

spectator

distract

vision

inaudible

dismiss

visible

1. The tall mountains were

from our balcony. (able to be seen)

2. The farmer used his
to pull farm equipment)

to tow the wagon. (vehicle that is used

3. The new line of luggage was designed to be

. (easy to carry)

4. It was so loud outside that the music was nearly
to be heard)

the students earlier than usual.

6. Every
in the stadium cheered when the winning
touchdown was scored. (person who goes to look at an event)
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5. The principal decided to
(send away)

. (unable

Writing Traits: Word Choice

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about what time-order words you can add.

Draft Model
Maria and I could not agree on a science project. I wanted to grow
crystals. Maria wanted to make a volcano. We chose a project we both
liked—making a robot.

1. What time-order words could show when the event in the first sentence
takes place?
2. How are the ideas in the second and third sentences related? What words
could show this?
3. What time-order word could you use to state when the last sentence
happened?
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B. Now revise the draft by choosing words that tell the time order of the
events in the paragraph.
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Write to Sources

Name
Paco wrote the paragraphs below using text evidence from two different
sources to answer the question: In your opinion, which selection most effectively
presents information about how to stop bullying? Use details from The Friend
Who Changed My Life and “Choose Your Strategy: A Guide to Getting Along”
to support your writing.

While both selections give useful information on how to stop bullying, I think
the information presented in “Choose Your Strategy: A Guide to Getting Along”
is more realistic and could help more people affected by bullying.
In The Friend Who Changed My Life, the narrator stands up to the bully by
getting in a fight with her. After the fight, the bully backs down. This is fine for
a story, but things do not always work out this way in real life. Not all bullies
will respect the person they are bullying just because the person stands up to
them by throwing a punch! In fact, this could make the situation worse.
The tips in “Choose Your Strategy: A Guide to Getting Along,” are much
more likely to help. The text presents many challenges kids face, such as being
ignored or seeing other kids being picked on. But it doesn’t stop there. It also
offers advice on dealing with these situations, including talking about the
problem or adjusting your own attitude. Helpful tips like these provide real
solutions to the problems kids face and are better than getting in a fight!

1. Circle the time-order word or phrase that Paco uses in his writing.
2. Draw a box around two examples of comparative adjectives found in this text.
3. Underline one example of an idiom.
4. Write one piece of text evidence that Paco uses.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
adaptation

cache

forage

hibernate

agile

dormant

frigid

insulates

Use each pair of vocabulary words in a single sentence.
1. frigid, insulates

2. dormant, hibernate

3. adaptation, cache
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4. agile, forage
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Comprehension: Cause and Effect Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the cause and effect graphic organizer.

Cause

Effect

Copyright © McGraw-Hill Education

272 Practice • Grade 5 • Unit 6 • Week 3

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Na
me
Read the passage. Use the ask and answer questions strategy to help you
understand what you read.
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Life in the Desert
13
27
42
58
70

What do you think of when you hear the word desert? You probably
picture a place that is hot and dry. Although there are some desert areas
that are cold, most deserts are as you imagine them. They are dry and hot.
A desert is an area that gets less than ten inches of rain each year. Many
types of animals live in these harsh climates. Survival for desert animals
depends on their ability to adapt, or change.

78

Structural Adaptation

80
92
107
122
136
150

One kind of adaptation is structural. This means the animal’s body has
changed so that it can survive in the climate. The gundi is an example of
this adaptation. A gundi is a small animal that looks a lot like a guinea
pig. Gundis live in the deserts of Africa. The desert has very little drinking
water, but gundis get all the moisture they need from their diet of plants.
Gundis’ fur helps them stay cool during the day and warm at night.

163

Behavioral Adaptation

165
176
191
205

Another type of adaptation is behavioral. Desert animals act in ways
that help them survive. Since it is so hot during the day, many animals are
nocturnal. They rest under rocks or in other cool places during the day and
come out at night to hunt for food.

213

Thriving in the Desert

217
227
240
254
266
282
295

Most desert animals adapt in a combination of ways. Dromedary
camels live in the deserts of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. They raise
their body temperature to reduce loss of water, and they can live for days
without eating or drinking. Dromedaries have a hump on their backs that
is made up of fat. They use the fat for energy when food is scarce. These
animals sweat very little, which saves water. When they do drink, they can
take in as many as thirty gallons of water in a little over ten minutes!
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
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The fennec fox is a tiny fox that
weighs only about three pounds as an
adult. Like dromedaries, fennec foxes
live in the African and Arabian deserts.
Their sand-colored fur makes it difficult
for their enemies to see them. The light
color also keeps them cool during the
Fennec
fox habitat
day. Fennec foxes even have fur on the
bottoms of their feet. This makes it
easier to walk on the hot desert sand.
Fennec foxes live in the harsh
Their bodies lose water very slowly, so
desert climates of Africa and
the Arabian Peninsula.
they can go for days without drinking.
Fennec foxes rest in burrows during the
day. At night they hunt for eggs, insects, and other small animals.
The deserts of the southwestern United States and northern Mexico
are home to a large lizard called a Gila monster. Gila monsters store fat
in their abdomens and tails, which lets them live for months without
eating. They come out only at night during the summer. In winter the
lizards hibernate. During this period of inactivity, they use very little
food and energy.
Many different types of snakes live in the desert. Because they are
cold-blooded, snakes’ body temperatures change with that of their
surroundings. To avoid becoming too hot, they find shelter under
bushes or rocks. Some rattlesnakes, for example, are nocturnal and
bury themselves in the sand during the day. In the hottest part of the
year, many snakes rest for a long period. This is similar to the winter
hibernation of some other animals.
Meerkats are members of the mongoose family that live in Africa. They
hunt early in the day to avoid the heat. They live in mobs, or groups, of as
many as thirty members. The mob helps keep its members safe. Predators,
such as eagles or jackals, are often frightened away by a meerkat mob.
Even though deserts are one of Earth’s harshest environments, the
animals that live in them have bodies that are adapted for extreme
conditions. These adaptations help the animals avoid heat, store food
and water, and protect themselves from enemies.

Comprehension: Cause and Effect and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What causes many desert animals to adapt their behavior so that they sleep
during the day instead of at night?

2. What evidence in the fifth paragraph shows the structural effects of a
desert climate on an animal’s body?
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3. What are three ways the fennec fox has adapted to its harsh desert climate?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to rate
and accuracy. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

Desert Plant Adaptations
Plants adapt to living in the Mojave
Desert in many ways. One way plants
survive is by conserving water. They
have spines or thorns that direct air flow
and reflect hot sunlight. Waxy leaves
hold moisture in to reduce water loss.
Shallow roots help plants use every bit of
rainfall. Other plants have long roots that
allow them to get water from deep in the
ground. Desert flowers bloom only when
it rains. These adaptations enable a wide
variety of plants to survive in the desert.

NEVADA

CALIFORNIA

Las
Vegas

MOJAVE
DESERT
Los Angeles
Phoenix
Tijuana

ARIZONA

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know this is expository text?

2. What is the heading? Is it a strong heading for this text? Why or why not?
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3. What other text feature does this text include? What information does it
give you?

Vocabulary Strategy: Context Clues

Name
Read each passage. Underline the context clues that help you figure out
the meaning of each word in bold. Then, in your own words, write the
definition of the word.
1. One kind of adaptation is structural. This means the animal’s body has changed

so that it can survive in the climate.

2. Another type of adaptation is behavioral. Desert animals act in ways that help

them survive.

3. Since it is so hot during the day, many animals are nocturnal. They rest under

rocks or in other cool places during the day and come out at night to hunt for food.

4. Gila monsters come out only at night during the summer. In winter the lizards

hibernate. During this period of inactivity, they use very little food and energy.

5. Many different types of snakes live in the desert. Because they are cold-blooded,
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snakes’ body temperatures change with that of their surroundings.

6. Meerkats are members of the mongoose family that live in Africa. They hunt early

in the day to avoid the heat. They live in mobs, or groups, of as many as thirty
members. The mob helps keep its members safe.
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Word Study: Words from Mythology

Name
Read each sentence below. Circle the word that has origins in mythology.
Then write the meaning of the word on the line. You may use a dictionary.

Janus: Roman god of beginnings
Atlas: Greek giant who supported the world on his shoulders
Luna: Roman goddess of the moon
Clotho: Greek goddess who spins the thread of human life
Oceanus: Greek god of the stream of water encircling the world
Olympus: mountain in Greece known as home of the gods
Furies: Greek goddesses of law and punishment
Fortuna: Roman goddess of luck

1. The ocean is home to a wide variety of plants and animals.

2. They used an atlas to plan their trip around the world.

3. Some people start a new hobby or exercise routine in January.

5. The other team was furious when the referee made an incorrect call.

6. In the winter, people wear several layers of clothes to keep warm.

7. The summer Olympics in 2008 were held in China.

8. In many fairy tales the main characters set out to seek their fortune.
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4. Many people watched the first lunar landing on television.

Writing Traits: Sentence Fluency

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about how you can rewrite sentences to vary the structure and
make the writing more interesting to read.

Draft Model
I would rather live in an extremely cold environment. I like cold weather.
I can put on a sweater. I can also put on a coat.

1. Which sentences can you combine to add interest for the reader?
2. How can you vary the rhythm of the sentences?
3. What other kinds of sentence structures would make the writing more
interesting?
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B. Now revise the draft by rewriting sentences to vary sentence structure
and to make the writing easier and more interesting to read.
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Write to Sources

Name
Ana wrote the paragraphs below using text evidence from two different sources
to answer the question: How do animals survive the cold during winter? Use
facts and details from Survival at 40 Below and “Why the Evergreen Trees
Never Lose Their Leaves” in your writing.

While animals have adapted to freezing temperatures to survive the winter
months, they also depend on the environment to endure the cold. Survival at
40 Below describes how some arctic animals, such as caribou, have heavy coats
of fur or a layer of fat to keep warm. The black-capped chickadee builds up fat
by eating food. However, food alone cannot help it survive. Fluffy feathers keep
it insulated, but the chickadee must also take shelter among trees. The Alaska
blackfish is another animal that adapts. Unlike most fish, the Alaska blackfish
has an unusual esophagus to help it take in oxygen. This allows it to breathe air
from holes in frozen water.
Similarly, “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves” describes how
animals survive the cold. Some trees provide food and shelter for birds. When
winter comes, many trees lose their leaves, but evergreen trees do not. Therefore,
birds can find warmth in the thick branches of the spruce, take shelter from the
wind in the pine, and eat berries from the juniper. These are just a few ways that
animals can rely on the resources in their environments to survive the cold.

1. Circle two words in the first paragraph that show contrast.
2. Draw a box around a negative that appears in this text.
3. Underline the transition Ana used to connect ideas between both sources.
4. Write a fact that shows how animals’ bodies adapt to survive the winter cold.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
export

glistening

influence

landscape

native

plantations

restore

urged

Write a complete sentence to answer each question below. In your
answer, use the vocabulary word in bold.
1. Where would be a good place to photograph a landscape?

2. How would you make a glistening decoration?

3. What might influence you to buy something?

4. Where are fruit plantations likely to be located?

5. What is something that is found in your native country?
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6. When has someone urged you to do something?

7. How could someone restore an old desk?

8. Why might a company decide to export a particular product?
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Comprehension: Problem and Solution Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the problem and solution graphic organizer.

Problem

Solution
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Name
Read the passage. Use the ask and answer questions strategy to guide
your reading.
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The Father of Earth Day
12
26
40
53

Imagine a world where black clouds of pollution blanketed the sky and
rivers ran orange from toxic waste. What would the world be like if the
soil was too poisoned to grow food and bald eagles had been hunted to
extinction? That world might exist today, if not for the actions of Senator
Gaylord Nelson.

55

A Commitment to Conservation

59
70
83
95
108
116
127
138
148
159
161
174
187
199
209
220
233

Gaylord Nelson developed an affection for nature growing up in the
woods of northern Wisconsin. As an adult, he brought his love of the
land to his political career. When he became governor of Wisconsin in
1959, he worked hard to protect and care for his state’s natural resources.
His Outdoor Recreation Acquisition Program preserved thousands of
acres of unspoiled land. The program bought private lands and turned
them into wildlife habitats and public parks. Nelson also created a
Youth Conservation Corps. The Corps taught young people about the
environment while giving them jobs cleaning and caring for the state’s
natural areas.
In 1962 Nelson was elected to the U.S. Senate. He hoped to do
for the country what he had done for the state of Wisconsin: protect
the environment. He found that few of his fellow senators shared his
concerns. Nelson hoped President John F. Kennedy could generate support
for environmental issues. In 1963 the senator helped plan a national
conservation tour for the president, but the tour did not create the support
for environmental issues that Nelson hoped it would.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name

Nelson’s Legacy
Gaylord Nelson died in 2005, but Earth Day lived on. Every year since
1970, people around the world have gathered on April 22 to celebrate
the environment. The message of the demonstrations, however, has
changed over the years. Instead of calling for political action, Earth
Day protests now focus on what private individuals can do to help the
environment. As Gaylord Nelson showed, one person can do quite a lot.
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Senator Nelson decided to find another way to show Congress that
it was important to care for the environment. In 1969, after visiting the
site of an oil spill, he read about college students protesting against the
Vietnam War. Why not plan a protest against pollution?
At the time, pollution was a big
problem. There were no laws about
clean air or clean water. Nelson
wanted Congress to pass such laws,
but he needed to show that people
supported the legislation. He hoped
a nationwide protest would do that.
Nelson called for pro-environment
demonstrations around the country.
The protests were held on April 22,
Earth Day’s message helped make
1970, the day Nelson called Earth
changes that better protect our
environment.
Day. About 20 million people across
the country took part.
Congress heard the message. It created the Environmental Protection
Agency. During the next few years, Congress passed some of the
country’s most important environmental legislation. These laws included
the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and the Endangered Species Act.
Gaylord Nelson left the Senate and politics in 1981, but he did not
stop his conservation work. He took a job with the Wilderness Society,
an organization that works to protect public wild lands. In 1995,
President Bill Clinton gave Nelson the Presidential Medal of Honor for
his environmental work.

Dou g Menuez /Photodisc/Get t y Images

Taking It to the People

Comprehension: Problem and Solution and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What problem did Gaylord Nelson encounter in the U.S. Senate when he
tried to get support for environmental issues?

2. What gave Senator Nelson an idea for a solution?

3. In what way did Senator Nelson’s call for demonstrations on Earth Day help
the environment?
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B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
expression and phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

Conserving the Wild
Barrow

ka
s
a

Nome

Fairbanks

Al

Dr. Edgar Wayburn spent most of
his days saving lives as a physician.
However, he spent his spare time saving
wilderness areas and creating national
parks. As president of the Sierra Club
for many years, he urged politicians to
protect wild landscapes. His greatest
achievement was the Alaska National
Interests Land Conservation Act, or
ANILCA. In 1999, Dr. Wayburn received
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. The
award honored his remarkable influence
on environmentalism. Dr. Wayburn died
in 2010 at the age of 103.

Bethel

Anchorage
Valdez
Hom

er

Gulf Of Alaska

Land Protected by ANILCA.
Wayburn helped to protect millions of
acres in Alaska.

Answer the questions about the text.
1. What genre of text is this? How do you know?

3. How does the text feature relate to the text?

4. How does the heading relate to both the text and the text feature?
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2. What aspect or part of Dr. Wayburn’s life is featured in this text?

Vocabulary Strategy: Synonyms and Antonyms

Name
Read each passage and underline the word that is either a synonym or
an antonym for the word in bold. Use the synonym or antonym to write a
definition of the word in bold.
1. Gaylord Nelson developed an affection for nature growing up in the woods

of northern Wisconsin. As an adult, he brought his love of the land to his
political career.

2. When he became governor of Wisconsin in 1959, he worked hard to protect and

care for his state’s natural resources. His Outdoor Recreation Acquisition Program
preserved thousands of acres of unspoiled land.

3. The program purchased private lands and converted them into wildlife habitats

and public parks.

4. Nelson hoped President John F. Kennedy could generate support for
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environmental issues. In 1963 the senator helped plan a national conservation
tour for the president, but the tour did not produce the amount of support for
environmental issues that Nelson hoped it would.

5. Nelson wanted Congress to pass such laws, but he needed to show that people

supported the legislation.

6. Nelson called for pro-environment demonstrations around the country.

The protests were held on April 22, 1970, the day Nelson called Earth Day.
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Word Study: Number Prefixes uni-, bi-, tri-, cent-

Name
unison

triplet

unicorn

tripod

biweekly

bicycle

tricycle

unicycle

triangle

bisect

trio

uniform

centimeter

century

binoculars

universe

Read each definition below. Use clues in the definition, such as numbers and
root words, to write the word from the box that matches the definition.
1. a shape with three angles
2. one hundredth of a meter
3. to separate into two sections
4. a cycle with three wheels
5. a mythical animal with one horn
6. a piece of clothing for one purpose
7. happening every two weeks

9. a period of one hundred years
10. an optical device with two sets of lenses
11. a cycle with only one wheel
12. a group of three people
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8. a stand with three legs

Writing Traits: Ideas

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about how to better focus on the topic.

Draft Model
Sonia Cruz deserves a good citizen award. She volunteers as a crossing
guard for our school. She enjoys hiking and fishing. She also volunteers in
the library every Friday. Her favorite book is The Giver.

1. Which sentence states the topic of this paragraph?
2. Which sentences focus on what it means to be a “good citizen”?
3. Which sentences do not relate to the idea of a “good citizen”?
4. Does the author provide too much information or not enough information
about the topic? How could the focus of the writing be strengthened?
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B. Now revise the draft by focusing on the topic.
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Write to Sources

Name
Yasmine wrote the paragraphs below using text evidence from Planting the
Trees of Kenya and “The Park Project” to answer the question: In your opinion,
what was the biggest effect that the actions of Wangari Maathai and the
students from the “Park Project” had on others?

The biggest effect that Wangari Maathai and the “Park Project” students had
on others was getting people involved in caring for their environments. They
motivated others with their determination to make things better.
When Wangari Maathi returned to Kenya after her studies, she saw that
many of the country’s trees had been cut down. Their roots no longer held the
soil in place and the rich topsoil blew away. Wangari convinced the local women
to become involved in planting trees. She helped them collect seeds, prepare the
soil, and grow seedlings. Kenyan men and children joined to help. In the span of
thirty years, Wangari and her fellow Kenyans planted thirty million trees!
Adeline Dixon and Sophia Kimbell were third graders when they noticed
the poor condition of a community park. They wrote a letter to get money to
fix it up. With the money they received, they purchased trees to plant. This
encouraged other students to help too. A bad storm damaged the trees and sent
them back to the park to do more work, but they had plenty of help again!
Both Wangari and the “Park Project” students took an interest in caring for
the environment. In doing so, they inspired others to do the same.

1. Circle the word that Yasmine uses to connect ideas and transition
into her conclusion.
2. Draw a box around the text evidence that shows how Wangari motivated
Kenyan women to get involved.
3. Underline the synonym for the word motivated found in Yasmine’s writing.
4. Write the prepositional phrase found in this sentence from the text:
With the money they received, they purchased trees to plant.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name

blares

errand

exchange

connection

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1. (blares) He covers his ears
.
2. (errand) My grandmother
.
3. (exchange) This sweater is nice, but
.
4. (connection) The refrigerator did not work because
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.
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Comprehension: Point of View Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the point of view graphic organizer.

Details

Point of View
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Name
Na
me
Read the poem. Check your understanding as you read by asking yourself
how the speaker thinks and feels.
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Running
4
9
13

Feet pound the pavement,
Arms pump up and down,
Sun’s up and smiling,
As I jog through the town.

19
22
26
31

Neighbors out raking,
Look up, holler, “Hi!”
Trees all wave to me,
As I dash on by.

36
41
45
48

Wind kicks up its heels,
And gives playful chase.
Whooshing and whirling,
“Come, let’s have a race.”

53
57
60
63

I round the corner,
Delighted to meet,
Two other runners,
Who sprint down the street.

68
73
78
82

What is it we share?
Well, I think I know—
All the world’s moving,
With places to go.

86
94

An inch or a mile, jet-fast or snail-slow,
We share the journey, together we go.
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Comprehension: Point of View and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the poem and answer the questions.
1. Is this poem a lyric or a narrative poem and how do you know?

2. Write two examples of personification from the poem.

3. What point of view is used in the poem? Write a line that shows the point
of view.

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
expression and phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Literary Element

Name

Big Sky
Standing on a small rise in the road
I saw the big sky.
I had not thought about the name
Big Sky Country
Until that moment,
And I was overwhelmed.
I thought I might explode
At the splendor.
The sun rising from the east
Bounced off soaring clouds
In the west
And shot the sky with coral.
I could turn in circles
And see the sky everywhere I looked.
Nothing blocked my view.
No trees. No mountains. No skyscrapers.
Just sky. Big sky.

Answer the questions about the text.

Copyright © McGraw-Hill Education

1. What is the topic of this poem?

2. How does the speaker in the poem feel? How do you know?

3. Is this lyric poetry or narrative poetry? How do you know?
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Literary Elements: Assonance and Consonance

Name
Assonance is the repetition of the same vowel sound in two or more words.
Consonance is the repetition of a consonant sound in the middle or at the end
of words.

Read the lines of the lyric poem below. Then answer the questions.

Running
Feet pound the pavement,
Arms pump up and down,
Sun’s up and smiling,
As I jog through the town.
Neighbors out raking,
Look up, holler, “Hi!”
Trees all wave to me,
As I dash on by.
Wind kicks up its heels,
And gives playful chase.
Whooshing and whirling,
“Come, let’s have a race.”

2. Find two examples of consonance in the poem. Write them below.

3. How do the assonance and consonance affect the poem?
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1. Find two examples of assonance in the poem. Write them below.

Vocabulary Strategy: Personification

Name
Read each sentence. Circle the examples of personification. Then explain
the author’s meaning in your own words. Use context clues to help you
understand the figurative language.
1. “Sun’s up and smiling, / As I jog through the town.”

2. “Trees all wave to me, / As I dash on by.”
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3. “Wind kicks up its heels, / And gives playful chase”
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Word Study: Suffixes -ible and -able

Name
A. Add the suffix in parentheses to the word in bold.
New Word
1. (able) enjoy
2. (able) use
3. (ible) convert
4. (able) comfort
5. (ible) force
6. (ible) sense

B. Add the suffix -ible or -able to create a new word. Write the new word
on the first line. Then write the meaning of the word on the second line.
New Word

Meaning

7. afford
8. respect
9. collapse
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10. honor

Writing Traits: Word Choice

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to help
you think about what strong adverbs you can add.

Draft Model
One arm stroke following another, I keep pace.
Then buoyed by my team, I move forward and win.

1. What strong adverbs can you add to the first line to describe how the
speaker keeps pace?
2. What strong adverbs can you add to the second line to describe the way the
speaker moves forward and wins?
3. What strong adverbs could show how the speaker is buoyed by the team?
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B. Now revise the draft by adding adverbs to help readers form a better
picture of what the speaker in the poem is doing. Then add two more
lines to the poem.
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Write to Sources

Name
Frank wrote the poem below after studying the literary elements in “You
Are My Music,” “You and I,” and “A Time to Talk” in order to respond to the
prompt: Write a narrative poem about the playground at recess. Use imagery
in your poem.

Taking a Break
The recess bell rings.
The merry-go-round calls out to me, “Take a spin!”
I go so fast the wind takes my breath away.
I yell, “Who wants to play tetherball?”
Eager classmates run across the playground.
I slam the ball hard and fast,
And receive a high-five from my best friend.
Then we swing long and strong.
Laughing, we’re as free as birds high in the sky.
I think the birds are laughing with us.

Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

2. Draw a box around the example of consonance Frank uses.
3. Underline the prepositional phrases in the second stanza of the poem.
4. Write one example of personification that Frank uses.
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1. Circle the simile Frank uses in his poem.

