Vocabulary

Name
frustration

gazed

recycling

remaining

tinkered

conservation

discouraged

jubilant

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1.

(recycling) We had a special class today
.

2. (tinkered) I watched my father
.
3. (gazed) He could see the brightly colored fireworks
.
4. (remaining) After she grabs a handful of grapes,
.
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5. (conservation) Shutting off lights that are not in use
.
6. (frustration) When the little girl couldn’t find her toy,
.
7. (jubilant) Every year at his birthday party,
.
8. (discouraged) I studied for the test
.
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Comprehension: Point of View Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the point of view graphic
organizer.
Details
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Point of View

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the summarize strategy to check your
understanding as you read.
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The Jar Garden
12
25
37
47
59
71
72
81
89
103
116
128
139
152
164
177
186
198
210
211
222
233

Jesse had been living in the city with her family for nearly
three weeks. She had started school but so far she had only met
Hank, the boy from next door. Every day they walked to and
from school right past an old neglected playground. One Friday
on their way home they stopped and gazed in. Jesse was from
the country and could not bear to see the playground in this
condition.
“Look at this run-down place,” she said, discouraged. “There’s
litter all over. We can’t even play here.”
“We tried to clean it up a few years ago,” Hank said. “We even
tried to create a garden. After a few weeks though, it was filled
with garbage again so we had no choice but to desert it.”
Hank led Jesse to a small corner of the playground where
trampled plants lay on the ground. A few old garden tools and a
watering can were there. Hank could see a tear in Jesse’s eye.
“I really miss my home in the country,” she said. “There are so
many open fields and space to run and play.”
Hank felt bad for Jesse and did not like the playground as
it was either. They agreed to meet back there early the next
morning.
Hank was already at the playground when Jesse showed up the
next day. He had carefully gathered several jars into a pile.
“Hi Hank,” Jesse said. “Are you cleaning the playground?”
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
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“Yes, people threw out all of these jars,” he said. “We should use
them to start a new garden.”
Jesse agreed and they went to work picking up trash and
collecting the remaining jars. They peeled the labels and cleaned
out the jars. As the day went on, some of Hank’s friends walked by
and saw what they were doing. Hank introduced them to Jesse.
“Nice to meet you,” Jesse said shyly, and continued working.
“I’m Katie,” one of Hank’s friends said. “We see that you’re
trying to fix up the old garden. Can we help?”
Jesse could see that the
playground and garden were
important to them too. They
all pitched in to clean the
playground. Then they worked in
the garden. They filled the clean
jars with soil. Then they inserted
seeds that Jesse got from her
mother. They lined up the jars in
a row and watered them.
“Let’s meet here every day,”
Hank said proudly. “We’ll
guarantee it stays clean this
time.” They all agreed and went home.
Jesse’s new friends made her feel welcome, and she wanted to do
something nice to thank them for all of their hard work.
The next Monday they all walked to school together. As they
passed the playground, they noticed that Jesse had rearranged the
jars to spell out the word Welcome.
“What a great way to enter the playground!” Hank said.
They were all very thankful for their new place to spend time.

Comprehension: Point of View and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What is Jesse’s point of view about the playground and its
condition in paragraph 2?

2. What is Hank’s point of view about Jesse and the playground in
paragraphs 6 and 7?
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3. How do Hank and Jesse feel about cleaning up the playground and
making it a garden at the end of the passage?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Visual Elements

Name

Musical Recycling
The Earth Day Science Fair
was only a few days away, but Ted
still didn’t have any ideas. The
good ones, like tree-planting and
bottle and can drives, had been
taken already. Ted angrily kicked
at an empty plastic jug. It hit
the side of the school with
a deep thud.
Suddenly, Ted had an idea. He
found a smaller plastic bottle and tapped it. It made a higher sound.
Ted laughed as he ran off to start work on his plastic drum set.
Answer the questions about the text.
1. How can you tell that this story is realistic fiction?

3. How does the text feature show that the story is realistic?
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2. What text feature does the story have?

Vocabulary Strategy: Homographs

Name
Read each sentence below. Underline the context clues that help
you understand the meaning of each homograph in bold. Then
write the definition of the homograph on the line.
1. Jesse was from the country and could not bear to see the playground
in this condition.

2. After a few weeks though, the playground was filled with garbage again
so we had no choice but to desert it.

3. A few old garden tools and a watering can were there.
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4. As the day went on, some of Hank’s friends walked by and saw what they
were doing.

5. They lined up the jars in a row and put water in them.
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Inflectional Endings/Suffixes

Name
A. Add the ending -s, -ed, or -ing to each word. Write the new word
on the line.
1. name + ing =
2. hope + ed =
3. dance + s =
4. drop + ing =
5. wrap + ed =
B. Match a word in the box to each correct meaning below.
Write the word on the line. Not all words will be used.

helpful

usable

useful

meaningful

painful

colorless

cheerful

colorful

meaningless

careful

painless

useless

2. can be used
3. without meaning
4. full of color
5. without pain
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1. full of cheer

Writing Traits: Word Choice

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use questions that follow the draft to help
you think about what sensory language you can add.

Draft Model
We went to a wedding this weekend. I did not have a suit to wear.
My mom gave me my brother’s old suit to wear. It did not fit, but I
wore it anyway.

1. Where was the wedding? Whose wedding was it?
2. Why did the narrator not have a suit to wear?
3. What sensory details could you use to describe the brother’s old suit?

Copyright © McGraw-Hill Education

4. What sensory details could be added to help readers picture the
wedding?
B. Now revise the draft by using sensory language to describe the suit
and the wedding.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the paragraphs below used text evidence
from two different sources to respond to the prompt: Add an event
to Bravo, Tavo! in which Señora Rosa describes how she fixed Tavo’s
sneakers. Use sensory language.

“Hola, Tavo,” said Señora Rosa shyly from behind the corn stalks.
She had been hiding there. She was waiting for Tavo to discover the
sneakers she had left for him. She was as quiet as a little mouse.
“Señora Rosa!” cried Tavo. “My sneakers are amazing. They are
shiny and bright. They look like new. Thank you so much. I will be
able to play basketball with the team again!”
“Oh, they are not new,” smiled Señora Rosa. “They are just
patched up. I gather the things people do not need. Old boots. Worn
shirts. Torn blankets and backpacks. Then I use these things to bring
other things back to life. I brought your sneakers back to life with
the help of a blanket nobody wanted anymore and my silver thread.
Just a patch here and there, and your sneakers were as good as new.”
“You are a wonderful recycler, Señora. Thank you for bringing my
shoes back to life. You really helped me,” Tavo said gratefully.

1. Draw a box around an example of sensory language.
2. Underline the words that tell where the event is taking place.
3. Circle the text that shows us how Tavo is feeling.
4. Write an object pronoun the student uses on the line.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
equipment

accidental

purpose

respond

disasters

prevention

harmful

careless

Use a word from the box to answer each question. Then use the
word in a sentence.
1.

If something could possibly hurt you, what would you call it?

2. What is the name of the tools needed to complete a job?

3. What is another word for the reason something is done?
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4. What word might describe someone who is not paying attention?

5. When something happens for no apparent reason, what is it called?

6. What is another word for unfortunate events?

7. What word might be used to say stopping?
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the author’s point of view graphic
organizer.
Details
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Author’s Point of View

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the ask and answer questions strategy
to check your understanding of important details in the passage.
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True Teamwork
10
22
34
46
57
59
67
82
92
102
113
124
136
149
162
164
176
189
199
212

We try to predict, or know, about emergencies before they
happen. They can come as a surprise though. Even if we can’t
predict, we can prepare. In an emergency, it is best for people
to work as a team. When people work together they are more
prepared. They can help more people than if they were alone
and unprepared.
On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina struck Louisiana.
It was one of the strongest storms to hit that area in the last 100
years. The high winds, heavy rains, and extreme floods destroyed
homes, buildings, land, and roads on the Gulf Coast. Some
people lost all they had. They lost their homes, clothes, cars,
and more. These people needed help. Teams were formed to give
relief, or help, to them. These teams came together to give food
and shelter. This was a hard time for the victims, or people hurt
by the storm. To find food and shelter on their own would have
been hard.
We do not always know when a storm, flood, or other event
is coming. Even so, there are teams who are always ready to help.
When something like Katrina happens, they know what to do.
They know how to get food, water, and even doctors to people. It
is their job to work as a team and give help all over the world.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name

Win Henderson/FEMA photo

It is good to know
that there are teams
who can help after
a disaster. However,
your family should
still be prepared.
It is important to
know how to work
as a team in an
emergency. It can
be as simple as talking to your neighbors. All of you can work
together to be prepared.
Working as a team is encouraging and gives you hope. You
all have the same goal. It might be a lot of work to prepare for
an emergency alone. If you know your neighbors are working
with you, it can make you feel better. You can all work together
to be prepared. What should you do? One important thing is
that everyone has a “Go Kit.” This is a kit that has essential or
important things you need to survive. It can have food, water,
and flashlights in it. What if you forget to pack a flashlight?
You might need one in an emergency. If your neighbors have
packed one, they can help you. This is just one small benefit from
working as a team.
Nobody knows for sure when an emergency might happen. It
could be today or years from now. Perhaps you might never need
to use your Go Kit. Yet knowing that you and your neighbors
are ready and can work as a team makes everyone feel better.
People feel more secure working as a team in an emergency than
working alone.
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What does the first paragraph tell you about how the author feels
about working as a team?

2. How do you think the author would have felt about the teams who
helped victims of Katrina?
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3. How do your opinions and feelings about working as a team
compare with the author’s?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention
to phrasing and rate. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score

Practice • Grade 3 • Unit 5 • Week 3

225

Genre/Text Feature

Name

Teamwork at the Airport
When a plane is about to land, the
pilot radios the air traffic controller
to say that the plane is approaching.
Then the air traffic controller looks
at the runway to make sure that it is
clear. If there are no planes on it, the
controller tells the pilot to land.
Once the plane is on the ground
the air traffic controller connects the
pilot to a ground traffic controller. The
ground traffic controller gives the
plane a clear route from runway to airport.
Answer the questions about the text.
1. What genre is this? How can you tell?

3. How do the pilot and the controllers work together to land a plane?
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2. Name the text feature. What purpose does it serve?

Vocabulary Strategy: Sentence Clues

Name
Read the sentences. Underline the sentence clues that help you
understand the meaning of each word in bold. Write the meaning
of each word on the line.
1. When the pop quiz was announced Rita suddenly wished she had been able
to predict it ahead of time.

Predict means
2. Having a teacher tell her that she was a great student was encouraging to
Gretel and gave her more confidence to do even better in class.

Encouraging means
3. The sinking of the Titanic was a tragedy, or an unfortunate event, that
people still talk about to this day.

Tragedy means
4. After the earthquake, the Red Cross provided relief. The much needed
support and help was amazing.
Copyright © McGraw-Hill Education

Relief means
5. It was hard to tell at first how many victims, or people suffering from the
destruction, of the flood there were.

Victims means
6. If you are hiking, it is essential to have a map. It is also absolutely
necessary to bring food and water with you.

Essential means
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Closed Syllables/Related Words

Name
A. When a syllable ends in a consonant, it is called a closed syllable.
Circle the words that have two closed syllables. Then write the
syllables on the lines.
1. basket

refill

2. lesson

robot

3. tiny

problem

4. diner

napkin

5. rabbit

army

6. tiger

number

B. Related words have a common root or base word. Read each set
of words. Circle the related words.
scouting

pedestrian

2. geology

geography

graceful

3. matter

magnify

magnificent

4. bicycle

tricycle

automobile

5. remain

renumber

numeral
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1. pedal

Writing Traits: Organization

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use questions that follow the draft to help
you create a strong paragraph.

Draft Model
One of a police officer’s duties is to stop crime. They have radios to
tell them where a crime is happening. Police officers arrest criminals
so they can’t commit any more crimes.

1. What is the main idea of the draft model? What topic sentence
could you add to show this?
2. Do all of the other sentences support the main idea? Should any be
deleted?
3. How can you strengthen the connection between the supporting
sentences and the main idea?
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4. Why are police officers important to a community?
B. Now revise the draft by creating a strong paragraph with a topic
sentence and supporting sentences about police officers.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the paragraph below used text evidence from
two different sources to answer the prompt: How are wildfires a
danger to the environment and the people living in their paths?

Like hurricanes, wildfires can be very harmful to the natural
world, as well as to people. They are fast-moving and hard to keep
up with when they start. They spread quickly, and they are very easy
to start. It only takes a spark from a campfire, a dropped match, or
a single lightning strike to start a blaze. And this blaze can destroy
a forest filled with trees, plants, and animals. Wildfires are also very
dangerous to people. They easily burn up homes and fields with
crops. The firefighters who try to control fires cannot just stop the
fire the way Windy Gale stopped the hurricane. The fire can harm
them, too. It doesn’t take much to start a wildfire, but once one is
burning, the fire can be a real threat to wildlife and people.
Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.
1. Circle the sentence the student uses to introduce the topic.

3. Draw a box around the concluding statement that sums up
the paragraph.
4. Write an example of correct pronoun-verb agreement on the line.
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2. Underline important facts and details in the paragraph that support
the topic sentence.

Vocabulary

Name
citizenship

daring

participate

unfairness

continued

horrified

proposed

waver
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Use the context clues in each sentence to help you decide which
vocabulary word fits best in the blank.

Jeremy was in Mr. Hale’s third grade class. This week they were
learning about the rights of citizens. Mr. Hale told the class that voting
was a big part of
.
“In the past there were unjust rules that stopped some people from
voting,” said Mr. Hale. Jeremy was shocked. He was
by the
of these rules.
“How did they get the right to vote?” asked Jeremy.
“It was difficult,” said Mr. Hale. “They had to be brave and sometimes
. When others tried to stop them, they did not pause or
. They
to fight for their rights.
They wanted to
in the voting process.”
Mr. Hale’s words got Jeremy thinking. Later in the day, he
that the class write a play about people fighting for
their right to vote.
“That’s a great suggestion, Jeremy!” said Mr. Hale.
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Comprehension: Author’s Point of View Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the author’s point of view graphic
organizer.
Details
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Author’s Point of View

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the ask and answer questions strategy
to help you understand the text.

Hiram Revels—The First African
American Senator
11
24
37
48
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51
57
67
75
87
96
100
111
122
134
144
156
169

Hiram Rhodes Revels was born in North Carolina in the year
1827. Through his whole life he was a good citizen. He was a
great teacher and leader. And he was always fair. He was so well
respected that he became the first African American to serve in
the U.S. Senate.

A Hard Time for African Americans
Revels was born during a hard time for African Americans.
African Americans were treated badly. Most African Americans
in the South were enslaved. Revels grew up as a free African
American, or freedman, however. As a freedman, Revels could
make his own choices.
Still, the laws in the South were unfair toward all African
Americans. They had to work hard jobs. They were not allowed
to go to school. Though it was not legal, some freedmen ran
schools for African American children. As a child, Revels was
sent to one of these schools. He worked hard to become highly
educated. He was unable to go to college in the South. So he
traveled far from home. He went to college in northern states.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Preaching and Teaching
After college, Revels became the pastor of a church. He
was a great speaker. He was also a great teacher. Revels knew
many people did not want African Americans to be educated.
But Revels was very brave. He traveled all over the country.
He taught African Americans. He knew that this would make
them good citizens.

The First African American Senator

U.S. Senate.
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Revels moved to Natchez, Mississippi, in 1866. By this
time, slavery had been banned. There were many newly freed
African Americans. These freedmen voted for Revels to be in
the Mississippi State Senate. From there, he was elected to the
U.S. Senate. He was the first African American to become a
U.S. senator. It was a great achievement!
In the Senate, Revels tried to be fair to all the people in his
state. He disliked rules that were unfair for African Americans.
So he tried to change them. He made it legal for African
Americans to work in the Navy’s shipyards. He challenged rules
that kept African Americans apart from other Americans. But he
was also fair to people of all
colors. Even though the South lost
during the Civil War, Revels did
not want white southern soldiers
to be punished.
Hiram Revels helped many
people throughout his life. He
helped people learn. As a senator,
he helped the country progress.
Hiram Rhodes Revels: the first
African American to serve in the
He was truly a good citizen!

Comprehension: Author’s Point of View and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. How does the author describe Revels in paragraph 1?

2. What did Revels do that the author describes as “brave”?

3. According to the text, what was Revels’s “great achievement”?
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4. What is the author’s position about Hiram Revels?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
phrasing and rate. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

Jane Addams’s Early Years
Jane Addams always knew that she
wanted to help people. However, after
she finished school in Illinois, she was
not sure how best to plan her life’s
work. She attended medical school,
but she did not finish. When she took
a trip to Europe, Addams visited
Toynbee Hall in London, England.
Toynbee Hall had been founded to
help poor and homeless people. It
offered classes and activities. This
community center gave her ideas for
a center that she would later
found in Chicago: Hull House.

Jane Addams

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know that this text is a biography?

3. How does the text feature help you understand Addams’s life better?

4. Where did Jane Addams get her ideas for founding Hull House?

236
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2. What text feature does this biography include?

Vocabulary Strategy: Prefixes and Suffixes

Name
Read each sentence below. Underline the word in each sentence
that has the prefix un- or dis- or the suffix -ly. Then write the
meaning of the word on the line.
1. African Americans were treated badly.

2. Still, the laws in the South were unfair toward all African Americans.

3. He worked hard to become highly educated.

4. He was unable to go to college in the South.
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5. There were many newly freed African Americans.

6. He disliked rules that were not fair for African Americans.
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Inflectional Endings/Suffixes

Name
A. Add the endings to each word. Write the new word on the line. Pay
attention to possible spelling changes.
1. try + ing

=

2. dry + ed

=

3. hurry + s

=

4. play + ing =
5. study + ed =
B. Match a word in the box to each meaning below. Write the word
on the line. Not all words will be used.

liveliness

respectful

delightful

respectless

colorless

happiness

colorful

soundless

1. without color

3. full of delight
4. without sound
5. state of being lively
6. full of respect
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2. state of being happy

Writing Traits: Organization

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to
help you think about how you can grab the reader’s attention with a
strong opening.

Draft Model
My grandmother is a good citizen because it improves our
community. She volunteers at the park so kids have a safe place
to play. My uncle is a good citizen because it keeps us safe. He
volunteers as a firefighter to protect people and property.

1. What is the purpose of this text?
2. What opening sentence would clearly state the topic and grab the
reader’s attention?
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3. What opening would make readers want to read more?
B. Now revise the draft by adding a strong opening to make readers
want to read more.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the paragraph below used text evidence from
two different sources to answer the prompt: What do Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony have in common?

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony were not actually
sisters, but they were sisters in the fight for equality for women. Both
women were born during the 1800s. Both were highly educated.
In those days, most women received only a basic education. Both
Stanton and Anthony believed it was unfair for men and women
to have different rights, so they set out to do something about that.
Their lives became connected in 1848. At a meeting in Seneca Falls,
New York, Susan B. Anthony heard Elizabeth Cady Stanton give
a speech about voting rights. After that, Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton began working together to help women gain
equality and the right to vote. These two strong women got together
and worked hard to improve women’s rights. Without them, the
world might be a different place.
Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

2. Draw a box around supporting details in the paragraph that help
develop the topic.
3. Circle the linking words that connect ideas.
4. Write an example of a possessive pronoun on the line.
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1. Underline the strong sentence the writer uses to state the
topic clearly.

Vocabulary

Name
produce

replace

energy

natural

sources

traditional

renewable

pollution

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1.

(traditional) We are going over to our friend’s house
.

2. (sources) The sun and the wind
.
3. (produce) Our science teacher asked us
.
4. (energy) I slept for eight hours
.
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5. (replace) Our old television broke,
.
6. (pollution) We bought an electric car
.
7. (natural) This store only sells
.
8. (renewable) The tomatoes in our garden
.
Practice • Grade 3 • Unit 5 • Week 5
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Comprehension: Cause and Effect Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the cause and effect graphic
organizer.
Cause

Effect

First

Next

Then
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Finally

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the ask and answer questions strategy to
find answers to your questions in the passage.
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The Electric Car
13
23
34

Have you ever seen a person plug in a car? Some cars use
electricity to run instead of gasoline. There are many good
reasons to buy an electric-powered car. But there are also some
downsides to keep in mind.

39

Electric Car History

42
55
69
79
85
96
107
117
129
139
144
154
164
176
179
190
203

An electric car runs on an electric motor. The car uses a foot
pedal to move just like any other car. But it uses a battery to
power the motor, not gas. Common household electricity is used
to recharge the electric car battery.
Electric engines got their start in the 1830s. For years they
were improved. Better batteries were made. By the late 1800s the
cars were used by many people in the United States.
The electric cars were easy to drive. Drivers did not have to
change gears. Gas-powered cars needed a hand crank to get
started. Electric cars did not.
Many people used electric cars in cities. The cars drove
smoothly. They made little noise. They also didn’t have the
smell of gas cars. Electric cars were even used as New York
taxis in 1897.
Then Henry Ford made the gas-powered Model T in 1908. It
ran better than the old gas cars. It was cheaper to produce than
electric cars. It ended the reign of the electric car.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Pros and Cons
There are many reasons for people to buy electric cars today.
They are good for the planet. They do not let pollution out into
the air. Gas-powered cars use a tailpipe to let pollution escape.
Electric cars don’t need the upkeep that gas cars need. No oil
changes. No trips to the gas station. There are fewer parts to an
electric engine. This often means fewer problems.
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There are a few drawbacks to an electric-powered car though.
One thing is that it has to be charged. Charging times can vary.
A full charge can take up to a few hours.
Most electric cars can only go so far on one electric charge. A
gasoline car can go farther on a full tank of gas. And there are
plenty of gas stations around. Yet, there are not many places to
recharge an electric car.
Electric car batteries may also need to be replaced. They cost a
lot of money. They are also big and heavy.
The electric car has been around a long time. The future is
bright if car makers keep working to make it better.

Comprehension: Cause and Effect and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What were some things that caused people to buy electric cars in the
late 1800s?

2. What was the effect of the Model T?
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3. What is a possible effect of the following cause? An electric-powered
car needs to be charged and there are not a lot of places to recharge
it while on the road. Use the information under the heading Pros and
Cons to help you.

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to rate.
Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score

Practice • Grade 3 • Unit 5 • Week 5

245

Genre/Text Feature

Name

Energy from
Recycled Plastic
Some kinds of plastic can
only be recycled a certain
number of times. After that,
these plastics cannot be used
for anything and must be taken
to a landfill. Luckily, scientists
have recently performed
experiments which prove that
we can burn this useless plastic
to create energy. The next step
is to put this process into practice
so that power plants around the
country are able to use these
plastics as fuel.

The Search for
New Energy
Today, finding new sources
of energy is of the highest
importance. We can now
add plastic to wind, sun, and
water as an alternative source
of energy. But even as we
work to build power plants
that burn recycled plastic as
fuel, we must continue to look
for new energy sources to
replace dirty fossil fuels.

Answer the questions about the text.

2. What text feature does it include?

3. What opinion does the author express in the text feature?
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1. How can you tell that this is an informational text?

Vocabulary Strategy: Homophones

Name
Read each sentence below. Underline the context clues that help
you understand the meaning of each homophone in bold. Then
write the correct definition of the homophone on the line.
1. Have you ever seen a person plug in a car?

2. The car uses a foot pedal to move just like any other car.

3. Electric engines got their start in the 1830s.

4. The Model T ended the reign of the electric car.
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5. One thing that the electric car needs is to be charged.

Practice • Grade 3 • Unit 5 • Week 5

247

Open Syllables/Prefixes and Suffixes

Name
A. Read the words in each row. Circle the word in the row that has
one or more open syllables. Then write the circled word’s syllables
on the lines.
1. giant

silver

2. parking

paper

3. legal

flutter

4. pillow

notice

5. photo

curtain

6. pencil

polar

B. Read the words in the box below. Match each word to the correct
meaning by writing the word on the line.

remake

carefully

unwilling

cheerful

respectful

1. not willing
2. to make again
3. able to be used
4. in a careful way
5. full of cheer
6. full of respect
248
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usable

Writing Traits: Voice

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to
help you think about how you can use voice to show your thoughts
about a topic.

Draft Model
Regular cars waste energy. Electric cars run on electricity. Regular
cars pollute the air. Electric cars can be charged right on the street. I
want to have an electric car when I’m old enough to drive.

1. What does the author probably believe about wasting energy?
2. Why does the author think we should care about pollution?
3. What important things does the author believe electric cars can
help with?
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4. What is the writer’s viewpoint about electric cars?
B. Now revise the draft by adding beliefs and reasons to help the
writer voice an opinion.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the paragraph below used text evidence from
two different sources to answer the question: What is your opinion
about using alternative energy sources, such as wind and sun, instead
of oil and coal?

I believe that it’s far better to use alternative energy than
nonrenewable resources. Wind and solar power are less expensive
than coal and oil. Wind and solar power do not produce much
pollution, but coal and oil are very dirty sources of energy. And
they’re safer, too. Wind and solar power can’t make people sick, and
it is not dangerous or flammable to transport wind or sun energy.
No one has to dig them from the ground, either. Plus, there is plenty
of wind and plenty of sunlight, but coal and oil will run out one day.
I hope more and more communities will use energy sources like
wind and solar power in the future because these power sources are
plentiful and clean.
Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.
1. Draw a box around the student’s opinion sentence.

3. Circle a linking word that helps support the student’s opinion in the
last sentence.
4. Write an example of a pronoun-verb contraction on the line.
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2. Underline text evidence that helps support the student’s opinion.

Vocabulary

Name
possess

necessary

treasure

alarmed

obsessed

reward

anguish

wealth
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Use the context clues in each sentence to help you decide which
vocabulary word fits best in the blank.

“Guess what I just read?” said Mary. “It was an exciting story about two
friends looking for a secret
, something of great value
hidden in a jungle. Finding it was all they could think about. They were
!”
“Well, do they find it?” asked Charlene.
“I won’t tell you the end. It’s
for you to read the
book to find out. I will tell you, though, that the two friends go on a great
adventure. They want to
the valuable item to have it
for their own. So they follow a map.”
“That sounds exciting!” said Charlene.
“It is! But little do they know that someone else has seen their map,
someone who wants all the
and money that the map
promises.”
“Oh, no!” said Charlene. She sounded
, worried
about what might happen in the story.
“The two friends soon find out that someone else is following their map.
They think someone else might find the
at the end of
the map before they do. But they want the prize for themselves!”
“Oh, my goodness,” said Charlene. “After following the map and going
on such an adventure, it must fill them with
to think
that someone might find the prize before them. They must be so worried.
What happens next?”
Mary handed the book to Charlene. “Like I said, you have to read it!”
Charlene raced home, eager to read about the adventure Mary described.
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Comprehension: Theme Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the theme graphic organizer.
Detail

Detail

Detail

Theme

252

Practice • Grade 3 • Unit 6 • Week 1

Copyright © McGraw-Hill Education

Detail

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the make predictions strategy to check
your understanding as you read.
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Prometheus Brings Fire to Humans
1
8
10
20
34
46
55
58
69
80
93
105
117
127
139
150
160
173

Cast:
Narrator | Prometheus | Zeus | Human 1 | Human 2
Scene 1
Setting: Mount Olympus, the home of the ancient Greek gods.
Zeus sits on a throne in the middle of the stage. There is a
fireplace with a roaring fire in it to his left. Prometheus enters.
Zeus: Prometheus! Welcome to my throne room! I trust
everything is good.
Prometheus: I’m afraid not, Lord Zeus. I have been to Earth
and lived among the people. They are miserable. They live in
caves and eat raw meat. When winter comes, they die of cold and
starvation. I would like to ask you to share fire with them.
I believe it would help them keep warm and cook their meat.
Zeus: Absolutely not! If humans have fire, they might become
strong and wise like the gods. They could force us from our
kingdom. I am happy to keep them cold and uninformed. That
way we gods can rule the world unthreatened and happy.
Prometheus: (under his breath) But I am not a god. I am a
Titan. If you will not help them, I will! (he exits)
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
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Scene 2
Narrator: (Voice over) Prometheus wanted to do something
to help humans. One day, walking along the seashore, he found a
reed sticking out of the water. It was soft and dry on the inside—
perfect for carrying fire. So Prometheus traveled to the end of
the earth, where the morning sun lives, and touched his reed
to the fires that light the sun. Then he quickly returned to his
homeland, so he could share the fire with the humans he knew.
Setting: Prometheus is standing outside of a cave with some
humans dressed in animal furs.
Prometheus: Look! (he touches his reed to a pile of sticks and
a fire lights) I have brought you the secret to your empowerment!
This is the fire that will change your life!
Human 1: What do we do with it?
Prometheus: You can use it to
cook meat or keep warm. It will
let you leave your caves to
experience the world. When you
are warm and well fed, it is much
easier to do anything you want!
Human 2: Why would you do
this for us?
Prometheus: I know how hard it
is to live someplace that doesn’t seem
to want you. It is important to me that, given the chance, I can help
you become the creatures I know you must become. I only ask that
you also help those less fortunate when you have the chance.
Narrator: The humans agreed to Prometheus’s request. Then
they began the slow process of bringing about a world in which
they could live in happiness without suffering.

Comprehension: Theme and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. How does Prometheus describe humans to Zeus?

2. What does Prometheus want to do to help humans?

3. List some ways Prometheus thinks fire will help improve the lives of
humans.
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4. What is the theme of this story?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
expression. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

Scene 3: The Fall of Icarus

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know this text is a drama?

2. Do you think being safe is important to Icarus? Why or why not?
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Daedalus and his son, Icarus, have escaped from the island of
Crete where the king had held them captive. They are flying above the
sea, using the wings Daedalus has built.
DAEDALUS: Stay close to me, Icarus. We have a long way to fly!
Be safe.
ICARUS: But Father, when will I ever have another chance to see
the sun so close?
DAEDALUS: If you fly too high, the sun will melt the wax holding
your wings together!
ICARUS: Don’t worry, I’ll pay close attention. If the wax starts to
melt, I’ll come down.
DAEDALUS: If the wax starts to melt, it will be too late! Come
down now!
ICARUS: But you should see the view from up here! I can see every
island in the sea! What an incredible sight! The wax in Icarus’s wings
begins to melt; his wings no longer work properly, and he struggles to
stay in the air.
DAEDALUS: Shouting. Icarus! Your wings!

Vocabulary Strategy: Root Words

Name
Read each sentence below. Write the root word of the word in
bold on the line. Then write the definition of the word in bold.
1. I have been to Earth and lived among the people. They are miserable.

2. When winter comes, they die of cold and starvation.

3. I am happy to keep them cold and uninformed.

4. That way we gods can rule the world unthreatened and happy.
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5. I have brought you the secret to your empowerment!

6. I only ask that you also help those less fortunate when you have the chance.
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Prefixes/Roots in Related Words

Name
A. Read each sentence. Underline the word that has a prefix.
Write the meaning of the word on the line.
1. My model ship fell off the table, and now I have to rebuild it.

2. Of all the vegetables on the table, I dislike peas the most.

3. Before my sister started kindergarten, she went to preschool.

4. When I fell into the mud puddle, I knew I was having an unlucky day.

5. I lost my copy of the story, so I need to reprint it before class.

B. Related words have a common root or base word.
Read each set of words. Circle the words that have a
common root or base word.
unlike

click

2. precook

pretty

cooking

3. halfway

unhappy

happily

4. review

viewing

voting

5. unlucky

cluck

luckily
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1. alike

Writing Traits: Sentence Fluency

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to
help you vary sentence lengths.

Draft Model
My apron is important to me. My mother wore it when she was a girl.
I wear it now when I am spending time with my mother, just like she did.

1. How could the writer combine the first and second sentences?
2. What short fourth sentence could the writer add after the long
third sentence to vary the rhythm?
3. Can any of the sentences be deleted?
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4. How might you improve the rhythm of the writing? How might you
vary sentence length?
B. Now revise the draft by creating sentence fluency with a
combination of long and short sentences about something the
writer values.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the paragraphs below used text evidence from
two different sources to answer the question: In your opinion, what is
the lesson the main characters from both texts learned?

I believe both main characters learned the same lesson, that the
most valuable things may not cost the most. King Midas seemed to
love gold more than anything, even his daughter. When a stranger
granted him a wish, he chose to be able to turn anything he touches
into gold. This wish ended sadly when he touched his daughter and
turned her into gold. That made him realize that he loved being rich,
but having his daughter alive was more valuable to him than gold.
Carlos learned the same kind of lesson. Carlos thought he wanted
an expensive bulldog puppy until he spent time working at an
animal shelter. He learned that unwanted older animals can be just
as special as expensive puppies. Carlos decided he would rather
own Pepper the shelter dog than a bulldog puppy. In both stories,
the main characters realized that just because something is more
expensive, that doesn’t mean it is better.
Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

2. Circle an example of two sentences that were combined into one
longer sentence with a linking word.
3. Underline details about Carlos that support the writer’s opinion.
4. Write an example of an article and an example of an adjective on
the line.
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1. Draw a box around the sentence that states the writer’s opinion.

Vocabulary

Name
forecast

relief

forbidding

stranded

argue

astonished

conditions

complained

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1.

(stranded) When the bus wouldn’t start,
.

2. (conditions) During the winter months
.
3. (argue) It is not polite
.
4. (forbidding) There was a large sign
.
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5. (complained) After the terrible movie
.
6. (relief) When the long race ended
.
7. (astonished) My classmates
.
8. (forecast) This week
.
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Comprehension: Theme Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the theme graphic organizer.
Detail

Detail

Detail

Theme
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Detail

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the make predictions strategy
to check your understanding as you read.
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Warm Enough for Wheat
12
25
35
48
61
74
85
89
99
110
122
134
144
155
166
180
191
204
217

I live on a farm in the Middle Colonies. Living here is
what I have always known. I was the first of my family born
here. My parents and two sisters came here from England,
though. I often ask Father what life was like before I was born.
He’s always so proud to tell me. My family was brave to leave
all they knew to start a new life here. Strangely enough, it was
the weather that helped my family decide where they would live
in this new land.
My father likes adventure. Mother says that if he isn’t
exploring, Father is at sixes and sevens and he doesn’t know
what to do with himself! So when my Uncle Charles moved to
New England, Father knew it was time for a change, too. Moving
to New England would mean adventure and a new life.
When my family came to New England, they lived with Uncle
Charles for a few months. Uncle Charles had become a fisherman
in New England. Since it was so cold in the winter, it was hard
to have a farm. Many people there were fishermen because it
was more reliable for them to fish than to grow food. They could
trade the fish for other food. Trying to grow crops in the rocky
soil that was covered in snow for months at a time was difficult.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
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Father tried his hand at fishing, but he wasn’t much of a
success. He found that he didn’t like being on the boat! He must
not have had sea legs. The more he thought about it, the more he
knew he wanted to be a farmer. He had heard people from the
Middle Colonies speak of their farms. It sounded like the life he
had dreamt of.
After sleeping on it and
giving it a lot of thought, my
parents bought a farm in the
Middle Colonies. The Middle
Colonies had a warmer climate
than New England. Because
of the milder weather, farming
was less difficult. For the next
three years, they grew grains
on the farm. In fact, the Middle
Colonies are called the Bread Basket. That is because of all the
grains grown here. Having a successful grain farm north in New
England would not have been possible. Thanks to the warmer
weather farther south, my family had found the life they wanted.
The farm did quite well. My mother even opened a bakery
in town. Not long after that, I was born. I’ve been helping
on the farm and in the bakery ever since I can remember.
The weather sure had an effect on where my family decided to
live. We couldn’t have had the same life farther north. My family
found adventure, a new home, and a family business. Our life is
the best life I can think of—it takes the cake! I know my parents
made the right choice.

Comprehension: Theme and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. In paragraph 1, what does the narrator say helped the family decide
where they would move?

2. What are two reasons the family moved from New England to the
Middle Colonies?
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3. What is the theme of this story?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention
to phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

Tigris River Valley Boy
The hot sun shone down over the
dry valley. Ilulu had been digging for
hours and was quite tired. He stopped
to take a short rest and looked out
over the canals stretching across the
valley. Work was coming along well,
but there was still much to do before
the rainy season arrived. If canals
were finished on time, the people
of the valley could use the water to
grow crops. But if the canals were not
finished, the river would flood and wash away the crops.
Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know this text is historical fiction?

3. How does the illustration help you understand the text?

4. How does weather affect people in the Tigris River valley?
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2. What text feature is included in the text?

Vocabulary Strategy: Idioms

Name
Read each passage below. Underline the context clues that help
you understand each idiom in bold. Then write the meaning of
the idiom on the line.
1. My father likes adventure. Mother says that if he isn’t exploring, Father is at
sixes and sevens and he doesn’t know what to do with himself!

2. Father tried his hand at fishing, but he wasn’t much of a success.

3. Father didn’t succeed at fishing. He found that he didn’t like being on the
boat! He must not have had sea legs.
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4. After sleeping on it and giving it a lot of thought, my parents bought a farm
in the Middle Colonies.

5. Our life is the best life I can think of—it takes the cake! I know my parents
made the right choice.
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Consonant + le Syllables/Latin Suffixes

Name
A. Read each pair of words. Underline the word that has a final
consonant + -le, -el, or -al syllable. Then circle the final syllable.
Write the word on the line.
1. able

below

2. glowing

eagle

3. purple

planning

4. valley

squirrel

5. metal

melted

B. Add the suffix to each base word. Write the word on the line.
Pay attention to spelling changes.
1. use + able =
2. fury + ous =
3. ice + y =

5. poison + ous =
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4. wash + able =

Writing Traits: Word Choice

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to
help you think about how you can use linking words to connect ideas.

Draft Model
It was the middle of July. Summer is tornado season in Michigan.
It was supposed to be a nice day. The sky started getting dark.
Tornadoes can form quickly. My brother was surprised at how fast it
appeared.

1. What linking word might connect the first two ideas?
2. What linking word might show how the third and fourth ideas are
different?
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3. What linking word might show the relationship between the last two
ideas?
B. Now revise the draft by adding linking words to show how ideas are
connected.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the letter below used text evidence from two
different sources to respond to the prompt: Write a letter from Wren
to a friend living in another state, explaining how the flood affected
her family. Use details from both texts.

Dear Anna,
Don’t worry, we’re all OK! I’m sure you heard about the horrible
floods that hit Vermont last month. Until then, I never realized
how much the weather affects us. Now I understand it’s one of
the strongest forces we know! The weather decides how we dress
and feel. It affects the food we grow, the animals we raise, and
even where we live. Thank goodness Grandpa had been building
Grandma a new house high above the river. We are living there
now because our old house and barn washed away. There is mud
everywhere. It’s very sad to find dead animals and people’s photos
and books lying in strange places, but we are working hard to get
back to normal again. As long as the sun stays out and the rain stays
away, I think we’ll get there soon. Stay dry!
Your Cousin,
Wren

1. Draw a box around the student’s strong opening sentence.
2. Underline an example of a linking word that was used to connect
two ideas.
3. Circle a supporting detail or description from the text.
4. Write an example of an adjective that compares on the line.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
professional

essential

specialist

goal

research

serious

communicated

motivated

Use a word from the box to answer each question. Then use the
word in a sentence.
1.

What word might describe someone who does a job for money?

2. What is another word for aim or purpose?

3. What did the boy do when he wrote a letter to his grandmother?

4. What word might describe someone who is an expert?
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5. What word means the opposite of silly?

6. What do you need to be in order to take action?

7. What is another word for necessary?

8. What is another word for careful study?
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Comprehension: Problem and Solution Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the problem and solution graphic
organizer.
Problem
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Solution
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the reread strategy to help you
understand the biography.
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John Glenn
11
24

Many people admire John Glenn as an American hero. He was
a pilot, an astronaut, and a U.S. senator. When he was 77 years
old, he became the oldest person ever to fly in space.

35

Serving His Country

38
51
65
78
90
104

John Glenn was born in Ohio in 1921. When he was 20 years
old, World War II broke out. Glenn signed up for the army. Yet he
was not called to serve. This was a problem for Glenn. He wanted
to serve his country. So Glenn joined the navy. There, he became
a pilot. As a pilot, Glenn fought in World War II and the Korean
War. Later, he joined the marines.

110

First Place

112
124
136
149
164
175
182
192
206

John Glenn kept flying after the war. He flew a plane faster
than the speed of sound. That’s more than 768 miles per hour!
He flew the plane all the way across the country. Glenn was the
first person to do this. That’s why he was picked to be in the U.S.
space program. The program is called NASA. At the time, there
were only six other astronauts in NASA.
Glenn trained for months. On February 20, 1962, Glenn flew
in a ship all the way around Earth. He was the first American to
orbit Earth.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Serving in the Senate
John Glenn had become a famous astronaut. Still, he had
another goal. He wanted to be a U.S. senator from Ohio. In 1964
Glenn campaigned for the U.S. Senate. Sadly, he had an accident
and hit his head. He was badly injured. He could not keep
running for the senate. Yet Glenn did not give up. He tried again.
He used his skills as an orator, or public speaker. As a result,
he won a senate seat in 1974.
John Glenn served in the senate from 1974 until 1998. During
this time, he tried to stop the spread of nuclear weapons. Senator
Glenn wrote a law. The law tries to stop people from getting and
making nuclear weapons. It also gives rewards to countries that
help in this effort.
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John Glenn was the first American
to orbit Earth. He served in the U.S.
Senate from 1974–1998.

Copyright © McGraw-Hill Education

John Glenn was 77 years old
when he left the senate. He was
not done serving, though. NASA
wanted to find out how space
travel affected older people. So
they asked Glenn to help. Glenn
agreed. In 1998 he flew one final
time. He flew around Earth for
nine days. He is the oldest person
ever to fly in space. John Glenn is
a real hero.

NASA Head qu ar ters – GReates t Imag es o f NASA (NASA- H Q - GRIN)

One More Flight

Comprehension: Problem and Solution and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. Reread paragraph 2 on the first page of the passage.
What problem did John Glenn face?

2. How did signing up for the navy solve Glenn’s problem?
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3. Reread paragraph 1 on the second page of the passage.
What problem did John Glenn face? What was the solution?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
accuracy and phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

In Chicago, Bessie worked with her
brother Walter in a barbershop but still
wanted more in life. When her brother John
came home after World War I, he teased her,
telling her how much better French women
were. They had real careers; some even
flew airplanes! After hearing this, Bessie
decided to become a pilot. As an African
American woman, though, she was unable
to get a pilot’s license in America. With
friends’ support, she was finally able to
enroll in a pilot course in France.

National Aeronautics and Space Ad minis tration (NASA )

Bessie Coleman

Bessie Coleman received her
pilot’s license in France.

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know this text is biography?

3. How does the text feature help you understand the text?

4. What made Bessie Coleman want to become a pilot?
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2. What text feature is included in the text?

Vocabulary Strategy: Greek and Latin Roots

Name
Greek and Latin root meanings:
mir = wonder or amazement

or = mouth

orb = circle

cid = fall

fin = end

Use the Greek and Latin roots from the box above to find the
meaning of each word in bold below. Write the meaning of the
word on the line. Then use each word in a sentence of your own.
1. orbit

2. accident
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3. orator

4. admire
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Vowel-Team Syllables/Greek and Latin Roots

Name
A. Read each sentence. Underline the word with a vowel-team syllable.
Then circle the vowel-team syllable.
1. He explained how to get to the lake from his home.
2. She is reading the novel that you gave me.
3. He repeats the sentence so we can write it correctly.
4. Mom had to presoak the shirt to remove all the dirt.
5. I think we forgot to tell him that important detail.
B. Read each sentence. Underline the word with the root astro, graph,
photo, or tele. Write the word on the line and circle the root(s).
1. The astronaut told us about his space mission.
2. I checked out a biography on Thomas Edison at the library.
3. When I go to college, I want to take a photography class.

5. We really enjoyed the pictures in this graphic novel.
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4. I hope to get a telescope for my birthday.

Writing Traits: Organization

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to
help you put the ideas in order.

Draft Model
It is a place to meet friends as well as learn. School is an important
part of growing up. That’s why it is important to go to school. School
teaches valuable skills, like reading.

1. Which should be the first sentence in the draft?
2. Which should be the last sentence in the draft?
3. How else should sentences be rearranged to improve
the logic of the draft?
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B. Now revise the draft by reordering the sentences in a way that
makes sense.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the paragraph below used text evidence from
two sources to responded to the question: How does working as a
team help people meet their goals?

If you have a difficult goal, working as a team is almost always
better than working alone. In Ellen Ochoa’s biography, I read about
teamwork in a space mission. Before a spacecraft takes off, a ground
crew makes sure the equipment is ready. During liftoff and landing,
the workers of Mission Control carefully guide the crew through
the work they need to do to meet their goals. Mission Control also
checks t he astronauts while they are in space to be sure they are safe
and healthy.
I read that astronauts rely on teamwork to get their mission done.
Each crew member has different jobs to perform in space, and
different tasks they are good at. The adventure story “A Flight to
Lunar City” shows a team trying to land on the Moon. A robot dog is
part of the team and helps solve a problem. But bot h texts make the
same point. A team working together to solve a problem is usually
more successful than one person trying to solve it alone.

1. Circle the writer’s topic sentence.
2. Underline part of a paragraph where sequence places events
in order.
3. Draw a box around the concluding statement.
4. Write an example of an adverb that describes a verb on the line.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

Vocabulary

Name
illegal

unaware

wildlife

requirement

respected

endangered

fascinating

inhabit

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided.
1.

(inhabit) There are many types of small animals
.

2. (wildlife) We took a long hike
.
3. (endangered) I learned that a certain type of owl
.
4. (illegal) Driving over the speed limit
.
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5. (unaware) When I left class,
.
6. (requirement) If I want to get a library card,
.
7. (respected) My mother had been a teacher for ten years
.
8. (fascinating) Helping my brother fix his car
.
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Comprehension: Compare and Contrast Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the compare and contrast graphic
organizer.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the passage. Use the reread strategy to help you
understand new facts or difficult explanations.
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The Disappearance of Bees
13
26
39
49

Take a walk outside in nature. It may not be long before you
see bees buzzing around a flower. This is a sight that most people
are used to seeing. But now there is concern for bees. People are
worried because the number of honey bees has been going down.
And no one is sure why.

55

What Is Happening and Why

60
70
81
92
102
109
122
134
145
152
162
174
188

Studies show that bee colonies in the United States are
vanishing. This is a problem that is being called Colony Collapse
Disorder. It was first noticed in 2006 by beekeepers. Large groups
of bees living together had fewer bees. Since then, nearly
one-third of the colonies have gone away.
So, what is the cause? The answer is still not clear. Plant sprays
may have a role in making the bees sick. Chemicals are often
sprayed on plants to keep certain bugs from harming the plants.
Newer sprays may be bothering the bees.
There are other possible causes. New unknown germs, or tiny
living things that can cause disease, may also play a part in
getting bees sick. A lack of food and water is also a problem for
bees. Too many bees in the hive also adds to the bees’ stress.
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Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Why We Need Bees
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Bees are important to us for many reasons. To start with, they
play a big part in growing new plants. They carry a substance
called pollen from one part of a plant’s flower to another part.
The bees can also carry pollen to a new plant. This helps the
plant to make seeds. More plants come from the seeds.
Bees carry out the same process, or series of actions, for many
plants that farmers grow. A number of these plants, called
crops, produce foods that we eat. Apples, carrots, and cherries
are a few examples. Fewer bees
mean farmers have fewer of these
crops.
The bees also affect how many
crops there are to buy and sell.
Farmers sell the food they grow
to stores. The stores sell the food
to people. Without bees, buyers
would have fewer crops to buy.
The map shows states affected by
Colony Collapse Disorder, as reported
Sellers would make less money.
in 2010 by the Congressional Research
Fewer bees would also mean
Service.
less honey. Honeybees take sweet
fluid called nectar from plants. They use this liquid to make
honey in their hives. People collect honey. They use it to make
foods and drinks sweet. Honey can become scarce, or hard to
find, without honeybees.
So the next time you’re in your garden, think of the bees. Don’t
put chemicals on your plants that could harm them. You will be
happy you did.

Comprehension: Compare and Contrast and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What do the things mentioned in paragraphs 3–4 have in common?

2. How are the things mentioned in paragraphs 3–4 different from one
another?
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3. Compare and contrast pollen and nectar in paragraphs 5 and 8.
How are they similar and different?

B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention
to phrasing. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=

Words Correct
Score
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Genre/Text Feature

Name

What Good Are
Mosquitoes?
Some people think mosquitoes
are not very helpful animals. After
all, most of us know mosquitoes
because of their itching bite. But
mosquitoes are an important part
of the food chain. For example,
dragonflies rely on mosquitoes
to eat. Without a large mosquito
population, dragonflies could not
survive. If the number of dragonflies
drops enough, animals that depend
on dragonflies might not survive.

Dragonflies need mosquitoes, frogs need
dragonflies, and birds need frogs.

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know this text is expository text?

3. How does the text feature help you understand the topic?

4. Why are mosquitoes important?
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2. What text feature is included in the text?

Vocabulary Strategy: Context Clues

Name
Read the sentences below. Underline the context clues that help
you understand the meaning of each word in bold. Then write
the meaning of the word in bold on the line.
1. Now there is concern for bees. People are worried because the number of
honeybees has been going down. And no one is sure why.

2. Studies show that bee colonies in the United States are vanishing. This is a
problem that is being called Colony Collapse Disorder. It was first noticed in
2006 by beekeepers. Large groups of bees living together had fewer bees.
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3. New unknown germs, or tiny living things that can cause disease, may also
play a part in getting bees sick. A lack of food and water is also a problem
for bees.

4. Bees carry out the same process, or series of actions, for many plants that
farmers grow.

5. Honeybees take sweet fluid called nectar from plants. They use this liquid
to make honey in their hives.
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r-Controlled Vowel Syllables/Latin Suffixes

Name
A. Read each sentence. Underline the word with an r-controlled vowel
syllable. Write the word on the line. Then circle the r-controlled vowel
syllable.
1. She put the canned fruit in the cool cellar.
2. The author read from his new book.
3. I hope to go to the skating rink later.
4. My dad is helping his friend restore an old truck.
5. The circus was in town last week.
B. Read the words with the Latin suffixes -able and -ment in the box.
Match a word from the box to each meaning below. Write the word on
the line. Not all words will be used.
movement

usable

excitement

argument

adorable

enjoyable

agreeable

encouragement

2. able to be used
3. an act of moving
4. able to be adored
5. an act of encouraging
6. able to be enjoyed
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1. an act of arguing

Writing Traits: Organization

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft
to help you think about how you can add a strong conclusion that
retells the main idea.

Draft Model
I did not like pigs. I thought that pigs were dirty. I didn’t think they
were smart. Then I learned pigs are some of the smartest animals on
the planet. Pigs can even be kept as pets.

1. What is the main idea?
2. What did the narrator learn about pigs being dirty?
3. What did the narrator learn about pigs being smart?
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4. What conclusion could be added to retell the main idea?
B. Now revise the draft by adding a strong conclusion that retells the
main idea.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the paragraph below used text evidence from
two different sources to respond to the prompt: Was Old Croc like a
real crocodile? Why or why not?

Old Croc in the story “The Monkey and the Crocodile” acted like
a real crocodile in many ways. I read in “Crocodiles and Alligators”
that crocodiles are carnivores. I know that Old Croc was a carnivore
because he planned to eat Monkey for lunch. In “Crocodiles and
Alligators,” I also read how crocodiles catch their food. They may
swim up to their prey very slowly. Or they may hold still and wait for
the prey to come closer to them. Then they snap it up in their strong
jaws. Old Croc acted just like this. He hid in the water until Monkey
stepped on his back. Then Old Croc grabbed Monkey by the tail.
Unlike a real crocodile, Old Croc could talk. Real crocodiles and
monkeys don’t talk to each other. But in many ways, Old Croc was
like a real crocodile. He was ready to catch and eat his lunch like a
real crocodile. Monkey was lucky to get away from Old Croc!

Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

2. Circle an example of a supporting detail in the first paragraph.
3. Underline an example of a supporting detail in the second
paragraph.
4. Write an example of an adverb that compares on the line.
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1. Draw a box around the sentence that states the main idea.

Vocabulary

Name
entertainment

ridiculous

humorous

slithered

Use a word from the box to answer each question. Then use the
word in a sentence.
1.

What does a performer provide?

2. What is another word for funny?

3. What did the snake do as it moved through the grass?
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4. What word might describe someone who is acting very silly?
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Comprehension: Point of View Graphic Organizer

Name
Read the selection. Complete the point of view graphic organizer.
Details
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Point of View

Comprehension and Fluency

Name
Read the poem. Check your understanding by asking yourself
how the narrator thinks or feels.
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Aliens!
7
12
20

While waiting in the car for Mom,
Dad says, sounding very profound,
“I’m afraid I have to drop a bomb:
there are aliens around.

24
31
39
49

We didn’t want to tell you boys,
we thought it might just freak you out.
I need you to stay calm and keep your poise
while I tell you what this is about.

57
65
73
80

We taught you not to fear the new.
We told you that the world was strange,
but what we didn’t say to you
is that we are one end of the range

89
95
102
109

of things that folks don’t understand.
If others knew, they’d make a fuss.
And though our lives are pretty bland,
the fact is that the aliens are us!”

117
124
133
140

Mom opened her door and got inside.
I was shocked as we flew into the sky.
But Mom was clever enough to say,
“Did something go down while I was away?”
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Comprehension: Point of View and Fluency

Name
A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What is this poem about?

2. What is the narrator’s point of view in the poem?

3. What clues in the poem tell you the narrator’s point of view?

Words Read

–

Number of
Errors

=

First Read

–

=

Second Read

–

=
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Words Correct
Score
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B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
phrasing and expression. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Genre/Literary Element

Name

The Snowman
We made his eyes out of pudding cups,
his mouth from pizza crust.
His mustache was tortilla chips
we’d pounded into dust.
In his right hand we stuck a broken stick
topped by a tuna tin.
His left hand held the head that wore
a grim leftover grin.
Answer the questions about the poem.
1. How many stanzas does this poem have? How many lines does each
stanza have?
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2. Which lines in the first stanza rhyme?

3. What does the poem tell a story about?

4. What does the speaker think of the snowman?
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Literary Elements: Rhythm and Rhyme

Name
Read the lines of the narrative poem below. Then answer the questions.

Aliens!
While waiting in the car for Mom,
Dad says, sounding very profound,
“I’m afraid I have to drop a bomb:
there are aliens around.
We didn’t want to tell you boys,
we thought it might just freak you out.
I need you to stay calm and keep your poise
while I tell you what this is about.
1. Find two examples of rhyme in the poem. Write them on the line.

2. How can you pick out the rhythm in the poem?
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3. Write another stanza for this poem that includes rhythm and rhyme.

Vocabulary Strategy: Idioms

Name
Read each passage. Write the idiom in the passage on the line.
Then write the meaning of the idiom.
1. I’m afraid I have to drop a bomb:
there are aliens around.

2. We didn’t want to tell you boys,
we thought it might just freak you out.
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3. But Mom was clever enough to say,
“Did something go down while I was away?”
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Suffixes/Frequently Misspelled Words

Name
A. Read the words with the suffixes -less, -ful, and -ly in the word box.
Match each word to the correct meaning below. Write the word on the
line. Not all words will be used.
wisely

hopeful

finally

careless

endless

adorable

argument

pitiful

1. full of pity

4. in a wise way

2. in a final way

5. without end

3. without care

6. full of hope

B. Read each sentence below. Choose the correct word from the word
box to complete each sentence. Write the word on the line. Not all the
words will be used. Use a dictionary to check your answers.
thorough

your

scissors

through

sissors

journey

you’re

weather

gourney

perswade

persuade

minute

2. We will need
3. We did a

coat under the bed.
for this art project.
job cleaning the kitchen.

4. The speaker told us about her exciting
5. An advertisement tries to
6. The clock ticked down to the final
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1. Mom found

to India.
you to buy something.
of the game.

Writing Traits: Word Choice

Name
A. Read the draft model. Use the questions that follow the draft to
help you think about what precise words you can add.

Draft Model
Clowns make me laugh. I like going to the circus. It is funny when
lots of clowns get out of a car. One clown is always in the park. He
makes balloon animals for all the kids.

1. What precise words could be used to help make the draft model
clearer for the reader?
2. What precise words would help readers visualize the clowns, the car,
and the park?
3. What adjectives could be used to describe the balloon animals?
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B. Now revise the draft by adding precise words to help make the draft
model more interesting to read.
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Write to Sources

Name
The student who wrote the poem below was inspired by two different
poems when he responded to the prompt: Write a funny narrative
poem about something at school. Include rhyme or rhythm.

When we went to the gym today
We found a slippery floor.
The janitor had put down wax
Then left by the side door.
We tried to walk across it,
But instead we slipped and slid.
It was like a skating rink!
All we could do was skid!
“I should have brought my ice skates,”
said Dani, gliding by.
“Be careful!” I called out to her,
“If you fall, you just might cry!”

1. Draw boxes around two rhyming words.
2. Underline an example of dialogue.
3. Circle the strong verbs in the poem.
4. Write an example of a preposition that tells where something is.
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Reread the passage. Follow the directions below.

